
COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 
FISH AND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 312, SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060 
(831) 454-3154   FAX: (831) 454-3128   TDD: (831) 454-2123 

AGENDA 
August 4, 2016 

7:00 PM 
Fifth Floor Conference Room, Room 510 

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
3. GUEST INTRODUCTIONS
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS
6. PRESENTATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS BY COMMMISSIONERS (10 minutes)
7. BUSINESS MATTERS

A. Discuss draft Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance and recommendations to the Board (90 minutes) 
B. Update on commission name change (5 minutes) 
C. Discuss current budget status and whether to use funds for Public Grants Program (10 minutes) 

8. STAFF REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. Report on the State of the San Lorenzo Symposium (5 minutes) 

9. CORRESPONDENCE
A. Grant Report from New Horizons 
B. Fish and Game Commission Notices 

A. Notice of proposed regulatory action re: upland bird hunting 
B. Notice of regulatory action to establish a nonlead coupon program 
C. Notice of proposed regulatory action re: Wildlife Lands Pass Program and Land Public Uses 
D. Notice of Findings re: fisher 
E. Notice of proposed regulatory action re: definitions of tidal waters and finfish gear restrictions 
F. Notice of Adoption Hearing for listing northern spotted owl as a threatened or endangered species 
G. Notice of Receipt to list coast yellow leptosiphon as endangered 
H. Notice of proposed regulatory action to establish Conflict of Interest Code 
I. Notice of proposed regulatory action for commercial hagfish traps 

10. ADJOURNMENT

The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall, by reason of a disability, be denied the benefits of its 
services, programs, or activities. The Planning Department Conference Room is located in an accessible facility. If you are a person with a disability 
and require special assistance in order to participate in the meeting, please contact Kristen Kittleson at (831)454-3154 or TDD number (454-2123) at 
least 72 hours in advance of the meeting in order to make arrangements. Persons with disabilities may request a copy of the agenda in an alternative 
format. As a courtesy to those affected, please attend the meeting smoke and scent free.  
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COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 
FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMISSION 

701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 312, SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060 
(831) 454-3154   FAX: (831) 454-3128   TDD: (831) 454-2123 

Fish and Game Advisory Commission 

MINUTES 

Santa Cruz County Governmental Center 
Fifth Floor  

Santa Cruz, California 

May 5, 2016 

1. CALL TO ORDER.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM
2. ROLL CALL.

Present: Commissioners Berry, Robin, Johnson, Baron, Frediani, Noyes, 
Shikuma, Maridon, Freeman,  
Excused: Grant 
Absent: none 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  Commissioner Freeman made a motion to approve the March 2016
minutes; Commissioner Baron seconded the motion.  All aye, except Berry and Noyes abstained;
the motion passed.

4. PRESENTATIONS
A. Low Flow Fishing Regulations.  Jon Jankovitz, Calilfornia Department of Fish and Wildlife

(CDFW), gave a presentation on the status of low-flow fishing regulations in Santa Cruz.  The 
current regulations allow fishing December 1 – March 1, on Saturdays, Sundays and 
Wednesdays and opening and closing days.  Barbless hooks only.  Half hour before sunrise to 
sunset.  You’re allowed to keep 2 hatchery fish except for Scott Creek.  CDFW has the 
authority to close the fishery for low flows, but official low flow closures are easier for the 
community to track.  Jon Jankovitz will be working on developing the supporting data for 
low-flow closures.  The San Lorenzo River would be used as a reference stream for all Santa 
Cruz County since the flow information would be easily available online. 

5. BUSINESS MATTERS
A. Discuss report from Cannabis Cultivation Choices Committee (C4) and discuss making

additional recommendations to Board.  Commissioner Berry made a motion to submit the 
letter to the Board with added language as discussed; Commissioner Noyes seconded the 
motion.   All aye, the motion passed.   

B. Discuss Commission Budget.  Over the past several years, the Fish and Game Fund has seen a 
decrease in revenues.   The proposed 2016-17 budget allocates $11,000 for the public grants 
program by using reserves.  However, a few outstanding cases may increase the fund balance 
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over the summer.  At the next meeting, the Commission will review an updated budget and 
decide whether or not to solicit proposals for the Public Grants Program this year.   

C. Update on commission name change.  The Board of Supervisors approved to change the name 
of the commission to the Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission.  There will be a second 
reading of the ordinance and a 30-day period before the name change is effective.    

D. Elect Chair and Vice Chair for July 1, 2016. Commissioner Maridon made a motion to elect 
Chris Berry as Chair; Commissioner Baron seconded the motion.  All aye; the motion passed.  
Commissioner Berry made a motion to elect Colin Noyes as Vice Chair; Commissioner 
Rogers seconded the motion.   All aye; the motion passed.   

E. Discuss agenda items for upcoming meetings.  Staff gave a brief update on scheduling items 
for upcoming meetings.   

6. STAFF REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS.
A. Announce State of San Lorenzo Symposium.  The City and multiple partners are organizing a

State of the San Lorenzo Symposium for Saturday, May 21.   The symposium will focus on 
the lower river and lagoon.  The symposium will be accessible to a broad audience; there will 
be an optional tour.   

7. CORRESPONDENCE

8. ADJOURNMENT  8:50 PM.

NOTE:  The next meeting is scheduled for June 2, 2016.    
Submitted by K. Kittleson; Water Resources/Fish and Game/2016 Agenda and Minutes  
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  ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 7.128 OF THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY CODE 
AND ADOPTING NEW CHAPTER 7.128 REGARDING LICENSES FOR THE 

COMMERCIAL CULTIVATION OF MEDICAL CANNABIS   

 The Board of Supervisors of Santa Cruz County hereby finds and declares the following: 
 

WHEREAS, in 1992 the voters of the County of Santa Cruz enacted Measure “A”, 
adding Chapter 7.122 to the Santa Cruz County Code which declared support for making 
cannabis available for medical use; and   

 
WHEREAS, in 1996, the voters of the State of California approved Proposition 215 

(codified as California Health and Safety Code section 11362.5, and entitled "The 
Compassionate Use Act of 1996"); and  
 

WHEREAS, (1) the intent of Proposition 215 was to enable persons who are in need of 
cannabis for medical purposes to use it without fear of criminal prosecution under limited, 
specified circumstances; (2) the proposition further provides that "nothing in this section shall be 
construed to supersede legislation prohibiting persons from engaging in conduct that endangers 
others, or to condone the diversion of cannabis for non-medical purposes"; and (3) the ballot 
arguments supporting Proposition 215 expressly acknowledged that "Proposition 215 does not 
allow unlimited quantities of cannabis to be grown anywhere"; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors added Chapter 7.124 to the Santa Cruz County 

Code which implemented provisions of Proposition 215 by establishing a medical cannabis 
identification card program operated by the County; and   
 

WHEREAS, in 2004, the Legislature enacted Senate Bill 420 (codified as California 
Health and Safety Code sections 11362.7 et seq.) to clarify the scope of Proposition 215, and to 
provide qualifying patients and primary caregivers who cultivate cannabis for medical purposes 
with a limited defense to certain specified State criminal statutes; and  
 

WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code section 11362.83 expressly allows cities and 
counties to adopt and enforce ordinances that are consistent with Senate Bill 420; and 

 
WHEREAS, following enactment of Senate Bill 420, the Board of Supervisors amended 

Chapter 7.124 to establish local guidelines consistent with the new State law for the possession 
and cultivation of medical cannabis used by qualified patients and caregivers; and  
 

WHEREAS, (1) the Federal Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. §§ 801 et seq., 
classifies cannabis as a Schedule I Drug, which is defined as a drug or other substance that has a 
high potential for abuse, that has no currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United 
States, and that has not been accepted as safe for use under medical supervision; (2) the Federal 
Controlled Substances Act makes it unlawful, under federal law, for any person to cultivate, 
manufacture, distribute or dispense, or possess with intent to manufacture, distribute or dispense, 
cannabis; and (3) the Federal Controlled Substances Act contains no exemption for the 
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cultivation, manufacture, distribution, dispensation, or possession of cannabis for medical 
purposes; and 
 

WHEREAS, (1) Proposition 215 and Senate Bill 420 primarily address criminal law 
issues, providing qualifying patients and primary caregivers with limited immunity from state 
criminal prosecution under certain identified statutes; and (2) Proposition 215, Senate Bill 420, 
the relevant provisions of the Santa Cruz County Code, and the Attorney General's August 2008 
Guidelines for the Security and Non-Diversion of Marijuana Grown for Medical Use adopted 
pursuant to Senate Bill 420 do not provide comprehensive civil regulation of cannabis cultivation 
facilities; and  
 

WHEREAS, (1) on May 6, 2013, the California Supreme Court unanimously ruled in 
City of Riverside v. Inland Empire Patients Health and Wellness Center, Inc. (“Inland Empire”), 
that California’s medical cannabis laws do not preempt local ordinances that ban medical 
cannabis facilities; and (2) the Court found that the local police power derived from Article XI, 
section 7, of the California Constitution includes broad authority to determine, for purposes of 
public health, safety, and welfare, the appropriate uses of land within a local jurisdiction’s 
borders, and that “[n]othing in the CUA or the MMP expressly or impliedly limits the inherent 
authority of a local jurisdiction, by its own ordinances, to regulate the use of its land, including 
the authority to provide that facilities for the distribution of medical cannabis will not be 
permitted to operate within its borders”; and  

 
WHEREAS, (1) the unregulated cultivation of cannabis in the unincorporated area of 

Santa Cruz County can adversely affect the health, safety, and well-being of the county and its 
residents; and (2) comprehensive civil regulation of premises used for cannabis cultivation is 
proper and necessary to avoid the risks of criminal activity, degradation of the natural 
environment, obnoxious smells, indoor electrical fire hazards that may result from unregulated 
cannabis cultivation and related risks; and    

 
WHEREAS, on December 10, 2013, the Board of Supervisors adopted an ordinance 

deleting then reenacting Chapter 7.124 of the Santa Cruz County Code, which prohibited 
medical cannabis businesses, but also granted a limited immunity from enforcement for such 
businesses that did not violate the restrictions and limitations added by that Chapter; and 

 
WHEREAS, on February 25, 2014, the Board of Supervisors adopted an ordinance 

enacting Chapter 7.126 of the Santa Cruz County Code, which prohibited medical cannabis 
cultivation businesses, but also granted a limited immunity from enforcement for such businesses 
that did not violate the restrictions and limitations added by that Chapter; and 

 
WHEREAS, after the enactment of Chapter 7.126, County staff identified a sharp rise in 

illegal cannabis cultivation sites that constitute a public nuisance by degrading the environment, 
improperly diverting natural resources, creating fire danger, and negatively impacting the quality 
of life for residents of Santa Cruz County; and  

 
WHEREAS, on April 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 5201, 

which repealed existing Chapter 7.126 and adopted a new Chapter 7.126 prohibiting the 
commercial cultivation of cannabis in Santa Cruz County; and 
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WHEREAS, on June 17, 2015, the Santa Cruz County Clerk of Elections notified the 
Board of Supervisors that a County Referendum Against County Ordinance No. 5201 contained 
a sufficient number of qualified signatures to require further action on the part of the Board of 
Supervisors; and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 18, 2015, the Board of Supervisors repealed Ordinance No. 5201, 

which had the effect of leaving the prior version of Chapter 7.126 in place; and 
 
WHEREAS, on or about September 11, 2015, the California Legislature approved 

Assembly Bill 266, Assembly Bill 243, and Senate Bill 643, together constituting the “Medical 
Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act” (hereinafter “MMRSA”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on or about October 9, 2015, the Governor signed the MMRSA into law; 

and; 
 
WHEREAS, on December 8, 2015, the Board of Supervisors enacted an ordinance 

adding Chapter 7.128 to the Santa Cruz County Code, which created an interim licensing scheme 
to regulate the commercial cultivation of medical cannabis; and  

 
WHEREAS, (1) cultivation of any amount of cannabis at locations within six hundred 

feet of a school or public park creates unique risks that the cannabis plants may be observed by 
juveniles, and therefore be especially vulnerable to theft or recreational consumption by 
juveniles; (2) the potential for criminal activities associated with cannabis cultivation in such 
locations or premises poses heightened risks that juveniles will be involved or endangered; and 
(3) cultivation of any amount of cannabis in such locations or premises is especially hazardous to 
public safety and welfare, and to the protection of children and the person(s) cultivating the 
cannabis plants; and   
 

WHEREAS, as recognized by the Attorney General's August 2008 Guidelines for the 
Security and Non-Diversion of cannabis grown for medical use, the cultivation or other 
concentration of cannabis in any location or premises without adequate security increases the 
risk that surrounding homes or businesses may be negatively impacted by nuisance activity such 
as loitering or crime; and   

 
WHEREAS, (1) the limited right of qualified patients and their primary caregivers under 

state law to cultivate cannabis plants for medical purposes does not confer the right to create or 
maintain a public nuisance; and (2) by adopting the regulations contained in this ordinance, 
Santa Cruz County will achieve a significant reduction in the aforementioned harms caused or 
threatened by the unregulated cultivation and dispensing of cannabis in the unincorporated area 
of the County; and  
 

WHEREAS, (1) it is the purpose and intent of this ordinance to implement State law by 
providing a means for regulating the cultivation of medical cannabis in a manner that is 
consistent with State law and which balances the needs of medical patients and their caregivers 
and promotes the health, safety, and welfare of the residents and businesses within the 
unincorporated territory of Santa Cruz County; and (2) the intent and purpose of this ordinance is 
to establish reasonable regulations upon the manner in which medical cannabis may be 
cultivated, including restrictions on the location of cultivation activities and the amount of 
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cannabis that may be cultivated in any location or premises, in order to protect the public health, 
safety, and welfare in Santa Cruz County; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has identified as its major policy goals concerning 

the cultivation of medical cannabis to be 1) an adequate supply of medical cannabis for local 
qualified patients; 2) protection of the environment; and 3) protection of neighborhood quality; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, (1) nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to allow the cultivation of 
cannabis for non-medical purposes, or allow any activity relating to the cultivation, distribution, 
or consumption of cannabis that is otherwise illegal under State or federal law; and (2) no 
provision of the Chapter created by this ordinance shall be deemed a defense or immunity to any 
action brought against any person by Santa Cruz County, the Santa Cruz County District 
Attorney, the Attorney General of the State of California, or the United States of America.  

 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz ordains as 

follows: 
 

SECTION I 
 
 The Santa Cruz County Code is hereby amended by deleting existing Chapter 7.128 in its 
entirety. 
 

SECTION II 
 
 The Santa Cruz County Code is hereby amended by adding new Chapter 7.128 to read as 
follows: 
 

Chapter 7.128 
Medical Cannabis Cultivation Licenses 

 
Sections: 
 
7.128.010    Purpose. 
7.128.030    Definitions. 
7.128.050    Prohibited activities. 
7.128.070    Creation of the Medical Cannabis Cultivation Licensing Program. 
7.128.090    License categories.  
7.128.110    License required.   
7.128.130    Enforcement.  
7.128.150    No duty to enforce. 

 
7.128.010 Purpose. 
 

The purpose of this Chapter is to provide a licensing scheme to regulate the cultivation of 
medical cannabis in the unincorporated area of Santa Cruz County.  It is also the purpose of this 
Chapter to mitigate the negative impacts and secondary effects associated with ongoing cannabis 
activities including, but not limited to, demands placed on law enforcement and administrative 
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resources; neighborhood disruption; the exposure of children to cannabis; recreational drug sales 
to minors and adults; fraud in issuing, obtaining, or using medical cannabis recommendations; 
robberies; burglaries; assaults; drug trafficking and other violent crimes; and the damage to the 
natural environment resulting from destructive cannabis cultivation activity. 

 
This Chapter is not intended to conflict with federal or State law.  It is the intention of the 

County that this Chapter be interpreted to be compatible with federal and State enactments and in 
furtherance of the public purposes that those enactments encompass. 

 
 

7.128.030 Definitions. 
 

As used in this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section. 
 
(A) “Applicant” means the person or entity submitting an application for a commercial 
cultivation license under this Chapter on behalf of the owner or owners of the cannabis 
cultivation facility seeking to be licensed. 

   
(B) “Building” means any structure consisting of walls and a roof, which is used for the 
housing, shelter, or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or property of any kind. 

 
(C) “Cannabis” means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, Cannabis indica, or 
Cannabis ruderalis, as defined under the California Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety 
Act at Health and Safety Code section 19300.5(f), as may be amended.  
 
(D) “Canopy” means the net vegetative growth area of the combined diameters of individual 
plants.  For purposes of this definition, diameter is measured by plotting a straight line from side 
to side through the widest part of a plant. 
 
(E) “Coastal Zone” means that portion of the Coastal Zone, as established by the Coastal Act 
of 1976 and as it may subsequently be amended, which lies within the unincorporated area of 
Santa Cruz County. 
 
(F) “Cultivation” means any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, drying, 
curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis. 
 
(G) “Cultivation site” means a location where cannabis is planted, grown, harvested, dried, 
cured, graded, or trimmed.  A licensed cultivation site may be located on more than one parcel as 
long as the parcels are adjacent and commonly owned.   
 
(H) “Fence” means a wall or barrier connected by boards, masonry, rails, panels, or any other 
materials for the purpose of enclosing space or separating and securing parcels of land.  For 
purposes of this Chapter, the term “Fence” does not include tarpaulins, scrap material, hedges, or 
bushes. 
 
(I) “Growing Area” means a specific area on a cultivation site where cannabis is grown. 
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(J) “Hazardous materials” means any substance that is “flammable, reactive, corrosive or 
toxic,” as further defined in California Health and Safety Code Sections 25501 and 25503.5, as 
may be amended. 
 
(K) “Indoor” or “indoors,” means any area that is contained within a fully enclosed and secured 
permanent structure that contains fixed exterior walls and a roof, that is not open to or accessible 
by the public without authorization by the licensee.  Structures of a temporary or non-secure nature, 
including but not limited to moveable greenhouses, tents, and hoop houses, are not considered 
“indoor” or “indoors” for purposes of this definition. 
 
(L) “License” means the written evidence of permission given by the Licensing Official for a 
licensee to cultivate cannabis.  “License” does not mean “permit” within the meaning of the Permit 
Streamlining Act, and a license does not constitute a land use permit that runs with the land on 
which cultivation takes place. 
 
(M) “Licensee” means the person or entity holding a valid license to cultivate cannabis under 
this Chapter. 
 
(N) “Licensing Official” means the official designated by the County Administrative Officer 
who is responsible for implementing the provisions of this Chapter. 
 
(O) “MCCL Program” means the Medical Cannabis Cultivation Licensing Program created by 
this Chapter. 
 
(P) “Outdoor” or “Outdoors” means any area that is not “indoors” as defined in this Chapter.     
 
(Q) “Owner” or “owners” means all persons or entities holding a financial interest in a 
cannabis cultivation facility.  For purposes of this definition, the term “financial interest” does 
not include a security interest, lien, or encumbrance on property. 

 
(1) If the owner is an entity, “owner” includes within the entity each person 

participating in the direction, control, or management of the facility. 
 

(2) If the owner is a publicly traded company, “owner” means the chief executive 
officer in addition to anyone holding a financial interest in the facility. 
 
(R) “Parcel” means that unit of land assigned a unique Assessor’s Parcel Number by the 
County Assessor, whether vacant or occupied by a building, group of buildings, or accessory 
buildings, and includes the buildings, structures, yards, open spaces, lot width, and lot area.  The 
Licensing Official shall have the discretion to consider contiguous parcels under common 
ownership as a single parcel for purposes of this Chapter, where appropriate. 
 
(S) “Park” means any playground, hiking or riding trail, recreational area, beach, community 
center or building, historic structure or facility, owned, managed or controlled by any public entity. 
 
(T) “Qualified Patient Cultivation Site” or “QPCS” means: 
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(1) A cultivation site operated by a qualified patient, person with an identification 
card, or designated primary caregiver, solely for the patient’s non-commercial personal use, on a 
single parcel that includes the residence of the patient or caregiver, and subject to the following 
restrictions: 
 
  (a) The amount of cannabis grown must not exceed one hundred (100) square 
feet of total garden canopy;  
 
  (b) Any cannabis cultivated within that geographic area defined by SCCC 
2.04.030 must be grown indoors;  
 
  (c) Cultivation must not be visible from any adjacent public right-of-way; 
 
  (d) If cultivation takes place indoors, (i) lighting must not exceed 1,200 watts 
without a written certification from a licensed electrician that the cultivation site has all 
necessary electrical permits required by the California Building Codes to ensure that the level 
and manner of electricity use is safe; (ii) there must be no flammable products such as butane 
used for cultivation or processing purposes; and (iii) there must be no exterior evidence of 
cultivation; and 
 
  (e) None of the cannabis that is cultivated at the QPCS is sold to, donated to, 
transferred to, or used by any person other than the qualified patient or person with an 
identification card for whom the medical cannabis is cultivated. 
 
 (2) A cultivation site granted an exemption by the Planning Director pursuant to 
SCCC 13.10.670(G) as enacted by Ordinance No. 5090, as long as the area subject to cultivation 
is not expanded or enlarged beyond what existed on January 1, 2010 at the location where the 
exemption was granted.  The holder of the exemption may move its location to another site in the 
County, as long as the area subject to cultivation does not exceed what existed on January 1, 
2010 at the location where the exemption was originally granted, and as long as the new site 
meets all other requirements of this Chapter, other than those specifically waived by the 
Licensing Official. 
 
(U) “Residence” means a fully enclosed structure or structures, including any garage or 
ancillary structure, used as a dwelling unit. 
 
(V) “School” means any licensed preschool or any public or private school providing 
instruction in kindergarten or grades 1 to 12, inclusive, but does not include any private school in 
which education is primarily conducted in private residences. 

 
(W) "Structure" means any secure building constructed or erected, supported directly or 
indirectly on the earth, the interior of which is protected from the elements and meant to be 
occupied by people or property.  “Structure” does not include a greenhouse, tent, hoop house, 
vehicle, carport, or other facilities of a temporary or moveable nature. 
 
(X) The following words or phrases when used in this section shall be construed as defined in 
California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7, as may be amended: “qualified patient;” 
“identification card;” “person with an identification card;” and “primary caregiver.” 
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7.128.050     Prohibited activities. 
 

Other than as specifically allowed under this Chapter, it is unlawful and shall constitute a 
public nuisance for anyone to cultivate cannabis.   

(A) It is unlawful and shall constitute a public nuisance for any person to cultivate cannabis 
for commercial purposes (i.e., for purposes of sale, trade, or gain) without 1) a currently valid 
local license required by this Chapter; and 2) a currently valid State license required under 
California law, once such licenses are being issued.     

(B) It is unlawful and shall constitute a public nuisance for any person to cultivate cannabis 
for non-commercial purposes (i.e., for personal use) unless the cultivation complies with the 
definition of a Qualified Patient Cultivation Site as set forth in SCCC Section 7.128.030(T). 

(C) It is unlawful and shall constitute a public nuisance for any person owning, leasing, 
occupying, or having charge or possession of any parcel within the County to cause or allow 
such parcel to be used for the cultivation of cannabis in violation of this Chapter.   

 

7.128.070 Creation of the Medical Cannabis Cultivation Licensing Program. 

(A) There is hereby created the Medical Cannabis Cultivation Licensing Program.  The 
MCCL Program shall be operated by the Licensing Official.  The Licensing Official shall be 
designated by the County Administrative Officer. 

(B) The Licensing Official shall take the necessary steps to build and manage the MCCL 
Program.  This includes, but is not limited to, accomplishing the following tasks: 

 (1) Creating application forms for licensees; 

 (2) Conducting pre-licensure inspections; 

 (3) Approving and denying license applications; 

 (4) Issuing and revoking licenses; 

 (5) Creating a system on the County’s website to communicate the number of 
licenses issued and notifying the public as to whether applications for such licenses are being 
accepted; 

 (6) Designing a system to facilitate access to medical cannabis for very low and low 
income residents; 

 (7) Establishing administrative policies, procedures, rules, regulations, or fees 
necessary to implement the MCCL Program consistent with this Chapter; and 

 (8) Working with other officials in the County to ensure that licensees comply with 
all aspects of the County Code.  



Page 9 of 24 

     

7.128.090     License categories. 
 

In order to cultivate cannabis for commercial purposes in the County, cultivators must 
have both a State license and a local license (for State license categories, see Health and Safety 
Code sections 19300.7 et seq.).   

The following categories of local licenses are created under this Chapter for the 
commercial cultivation of cannabis. 

(A) Class CA licenses for cultivation taking place on parcels zoned CA (Commercial 
Agriculture) per the Santa Cruz County Zoning Ordinance (SCCC section 13.10.311 et seq.).   

(B) Class A licenses for cultivation taking place on parcels zoned A (Agriculture) per the 
Santa Cruz County Zoning Ordinance. 

(C) Class RA licenses for cultivation taking place on parcels zoned RA (Residential 
Agriculture) per the Santa Cruz County Zoning Ordinance. 

(D) Class C-4 licenses for cultivation taking place on parcels zoned C-4 (Commercial 
Services) per the Santa Cruz County Zoning Ordinance. 

(E) Class M licenses for cultivation taking place on parcels zoned M-1 (Small Light 
Industrial), M-2 (Light Industrial), or M-3 (Mining, Agriculture, etc.) per the Santa Cruz County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

(F) Class TP licenses for cultivation taking place on parcels zoned TP (Timber Production) 
per the Santa Cruz County Zoning Ordinance. 

(G) Class SU licenses for cultivation taking place on parcels zoned SU (Special Use) per the 
Santa Cruz County Zoning Ordinance.   

 
7.128.110 License required. 
 
(A) Registration.      
 

(1) In order to be eligible to apply for an original license for an existing or proposed 
cultivation site, the applicant must have participated in the County’s 90-day registration process 
(including the completion of a registration form) and obtained acknowledgment of registration 
from the Licensing Official.  The Licensing Official shall reject any application for an original 
license by an applicant who did not participate in the County’s registration process. 

 
 (a) Exception:  The registration process is voluntary for those persons or 

entities with a documented history of over 3 years of commercial farming or agricultural 
production unrelated to cannabis production in the CA zone district.   

 
 (b) Exception:  The registration process is voluntary for the operator of a 

cultivation site granted an exemption by the Planning Director pursuant to SCCC section 
13.10.670(G) as enacted by Ordinance No. 5090 (now repealed). 
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 (2) A registration form shall not be accepted by the Licensing Official without 
payment of a registration fee to be set by the Licensing Official and approved by the Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
(B) Original License. 
 
 (1) Submission Of The Application.   
 
  (a) An application for an original license under this Chapter shall be made on 
the forms designated for that purpose promulgated by the Licensing Official, and shall include 
all required information, attachments, and signatures required by the Licensing Official.  The 
forms shall be submitted under penalty of perjury, and shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following information: 
 
   (i) The names of the applicant(s) and owner(s); 
 
   (ii) The exact location of the cultivation site by street address and 
Assessor Parcel Number(s); 
 
   (iii) A map containing the location of the growing area on the 
cultivation site (cultivation should take place in a single growing area where total garden canopy 
may be easily measured, or as few areas as reasonably possible, not spread throughout the 
cultivation site); 
 
   (iv) Previous law enforcement activity at the cultivation site related to 
the cultivation of cannabis; 
 
   (v) The applicants’ and owners’ waiver and release of the County from 
any and all liability for monetary damages related to or arising from the application for a license, 
the issuance of the license, or the enforcement of the conditions of the license;  
   
   (vi) Background information to be determined by the Licensing 
Official, including but not limited to a statement that the applicant and owners have submitted to 
a Live Scan background check no earlier than thirty days prior to the date the application is 
submitted;  
 
   (vii) Tax identification information; 
 
   (viii) Security plans; 
  
   (ix) Information regarding required land use permits; and 
 
   (x) Such other information as the Licensing Official deems reasonably 
necessary to a thorough review of the application. 
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(2) Payment Of The Application Fee.  
 
 An application for an original license hereunder shall not be accepted unless it is 
accompanied by the payment of a non-refundable application fee set by the Licensing Official 
and approved by the Board of Supervisors.  The purpose of any and all fees assessed under this 
Chapter is to pay for the costs of the MCCL Program.  
 
 (3) Review Of The Application. 
 
  (a) Upon receipt of an application for an original license, the Licensing 
Official will first determine whether the applicant has participated in the County’s registration 
process, as set forth in section 7.128.110(A).  If the applicant did not participate in the 
registration process, the application shall be rejected. 
 
  (b) If the Licensing Official determines that the applicant participated in the 
registration process, the Licensing Official shall create a Licensing File related to the application, 
and shall inspect the cultivation site to determine whether it meets the requirements of the 
MCCL Program.  The Licensing Official shall be the custodian of the Licensing File.  The 
Licensing File is a public record within the meaning of the California Public Records Act. 
 
  (c) As part of the inspection outlined above, the Licensing Official shall take 
photos of the growing area and keep a copy of those photos with the Licensing File for 
enforcement purposes. 
 
 (4) Grant Or Denial Of The License. 
 
  (a) After concluding the required pre-license investigation, the Licensing 
Official shall notify the applicant in writing whether the license has been granted or denied.  If 
the license is denied, any further non-licensed commercial cannabis cultivation may only be 
carried out in accordance with the limitations set forth in section 7.128.110(I)(2). 
 
  (b) The Licensing Official is authorized to impose conditions on the license at 
the time it is granted in order to ensure the cultivation will meet the intent and requirements of 
this Chapter. 
  
 (5) Payment Of The License Fee. 
 
 An original license shall not be granted to an applicant under this Chapter until the 
applicant has paid a non-refundable original license fee as set by the Licensing Official and 
approved by the Board of Supervisors.   
 
 (6) Length Of Time The Original License Is Valid. 
 
  (a) The original license shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance.  
If a licensee wishes to continue cultivating cannabis after expiration of the original license, the 
licensee must obtain a renewal license, as set forth below in section 7.128.110(C). 
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(C) Renewal License. 
 
 (1) Requirement To Obtain A Renewal License. 
   
 In order to continue cultivating cannabis after the original licenses expires, a licensee 
must obtain a renewal license.  A renewal license must be obtained annually via an application 
form designated for that purpose.  
 
 (2) Submission Of The Renewal License Application. 
 
  (a) An application for a renewal license shall be made on the forms 
designated for that purpose promulgated by the Licensing Official, and shall include all required 
information, attachments, and signatures required by the Licensing Official.  The forms shall be 
submitted under penalty of perjury, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following 
information: 
 
   (i) The information required for the submission of an original license 
under Section 7.128.110(B); 
 
   (ii) Identification of any changes to the information the applicant 
submitted on the original license application, including but not limited to any proposed changes 
to the growing area on the cultivation site; 
 
   (iii) Any law enforcement or license enforcement activity related to the 
licensee’s operations during the past calendar year; 
 
   (iv) A representation that the applicant continues to hold in good 
standing any license required by the State of California for the cultivation of medical cannabis; 
 
   (v) Such other information as the Licensing Official deems reasonably 
necessary to a thorough review of the application. 
 
  (b) Renewal license applications must be submitted at least 90 days before an 
existing license expires.  The Licensing Official is not authorized to accept an untimely renewal 
license application. 
 
 (3) Payment Of The Renewal License Application Fee.  
 
  (a) An application for a renewal license shall be accompanied by the payment 
of a non-refundable renewal license application fee set by the Licensing Official and approved 
by the Board of Supervisors.   
 
  (b) A mandatory inspection of the cultivation site due to a proposed change in 
the location of the growing area shall require payment of an additional fee as set by the 
Licensing Official and approved by the Board of Supervisors.   
 
/// 
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 (4) Review Of The Renewal License Application. 
 
  (a) Upon receipt of an application for a renewal license, the Licensing Official 
shall update the licensee’s Licensing File and perform whatever investigation the Licensing 
Official deems necessary to determine whether to grant or deny the renewal license.  The 
investigation may include a physical inspection of the cultivation site, at the discretion of the 
Licensing Official, to determine whether the licensee remains in compliance with the regulations 
of the MCCL Program. 
 
  (b) If the renewal license application proposes a change in the location of the 
growing area, the Licensing Official shall conduct an actual inspection of the proposed growing 
area to ensure that the licensee will remain compliant with the regulations of the MCCL Program 
if it is granted a renewal license.  As part of this mandatory inspection, the Licensing Official 
shall take photos of the specific location of the proposed new growing area and keep a copy of 
those photos with the Licensing File for enforcement purposes. 
 
 (5) Grant Or Denial Of The Renewal License. 
 
  (a) After concluding the required renewal license investigation, the Licensing 
Official shall notify the applicant in writing of whether the renewal license has been granted or 
denied.   
  
  (b) The Licensing Official is authorized to impose conditions on the renewal 
license at the time it is granted in order to ensure the cultivation will meet the requirements of 
this Chapter. 
 
 (6) Payment Of The Renewal License Fee. 
 
 A renewal license shall not be granted to the applicant under this Chapter until the 
applicant has paid a non-refundable renewal license fee as set by the Licensing Official and 
approved by the Board of Supervisors.   
 
 (7) Length Of Time The Renewal License Is Valid. 
 
 The renewal license shall be valid for one year, beginning on the date of issuance.  If a 
licensee wishes to continue cultivating cannabis after expiration of the renewal license, it must 
obtain a new renewal license per the terms of this section. 
 
(D) Amending A License. 
 
 (1) Licensees may submit an application to amend an existing license on a form 
promulgated by the Licensing Official for that purpose.  Applications to amend a license will be 
reviewed by the Licensing Official in a manner consistent with the review of original and 
renewal license applications. 
 
 (2) Applicants seeking an amended license must include with their application a 
monetary deposit, to be determined by the Licensing Official or his or her designee, based on an 
estimate of the hours the Licensing Official will need to review the application and perform any 
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necessary inspections.  Additional deposits or payments shall be made as determined necessary 
by the Licensing Official in order to recover costs associated with processing the application.   
 
(E) Required Statements On Licenses. 
 
 All licenses issued by the Licensing Official must contain the signature of the owner(s) of 
the license.  In addition, all licenses shall contain the following statements, displayed 
prominently on the license itself: 
 
 (1) A warning that operators, employees, and members of facilities where cannabis is 
cultivated may be subject to prosecution under federal laws;  
 
 (2) An acknowledgment that, by accepting the license and cultivating cannabis for 
commercial purposes, the Licensee has released the County from any and all liability for 
monetary damages related to or arising from the application for a license, the issuance of the 
license, the enforcement of the conditions of the license, or the revocation of the license; and 
 
 (3) Any other statements deemed necessary by the Licensing Official. 
 
(F) Rules And Restrictions Specific To License Types.   
 
 (1) Class CA Licenses. 
 
  (a) The minimum parcel size for a Class CA License is one acre. 
 
  (b) Size of canopy allowed, subject to approval of the Licensing Official: up 
to 2 percent of the size of the parcel containing the cultivation site, not to exceed twenty-two 
thousand (22,000) square feet.   
 
  (c) In the geographic area designated as the Coastal Zone, and within one 
mile beyond the Coastal Zone, cultivation with a Class CA License may only take place 
outdoors, or in existing indoor spaces (applicants may not construct new structures, including but 
not limited to greenhouses, in order to cultivate cannabis in this area). 
 
 (2) Class A Licenses.   
 
  (a) The minimum parcel size for a Class A License is ten acres.  
 
  (b) Size of canopy allowed, subject to approval of the Licensing Official: up 
to 1.5 percent of the size of the parcel containing the cultivation site, not to exceed ten thousand 
(10,000) square feet.   
 
  (c) In the geographic area designated as the Coastal Zone, and within one 
mile beyond the Coastal Zone, cultivation with a Class A License may only take place outdoors, 
or in existing indoor spaces (applicants may not construct new structures, including but not 
limited to greenhouses, in order to cultivate cannabis in this area). 
 
/// 
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 (3) Class RA Licenses. 
 
  (a) The minimum parcel size for a Class RA License is five acres. 
 
  (b) Size of canopy allowed, subject to approval of the Licensing Official:  
 
   (i) Up to 1.25 percent of the size of the parcel containing the 
cultivation site, not to exceed five thousand one hundred (5,100) square feet on parcels between 
five and ten acres in size. 
 
   (ii) Up to 1.25 percent of the size of the parcel containing the 
cultivation site, not to exceed ten thousand (10,000) square feet on parcels greater than ten acres 
in size. 
 
 (4) Class C-4 Licenses. 
 
  (a) Cannabis may only be cultivated indoors with a Class C-4 License.  
 
  (b) Size of canopy allowed, subject to approval of the Licensing Official: not 
to exceed twenty-two thousand (22,000) square feet.   
 

(5) Class M Licenses. 
 
  (a) Cannabis may only be cultivated indoors with a Class M License.  
 
   (i) Exception:  On parcels zoned M-3 with a Q (Quarry) General Plan 
Overlay designation, where quarry operations have ceased, outdoor cultivation may be 
considered for licensure in conjunction with the adoption or amendment of a reclamation plan. 
 
  (b) Size of canopy allowed, subject to approval of the Licensing Official: not 
to exceed twenty-two thousand (22,000) square feet.   
 
 (6) Class TP Licenses. 
 
  (a) The minimum parcel size for a Class TP License is five acres. 
 
  (b) Size of canopy allowed, subject to approval of the Licensing Official:  
 
   (i) Up to 1.25 percent of the size of the parcel containing the 
cultivation site, not to exceed five thousand one hundred (5,100) square feet on parcels between 
five and ten acres in size. 
 
   (ii) Up to 1.25 percent of the size of the parcel containing the 
cultivation site, not to exceed ten thousand (10,000) square feet on parcels greater than ten acres 
in size. 
 
/// 
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(7) Class SU Licenses. 
 
  (a) The minimum parcel size for a Class SU License is five acres. 
 
  (b) Size of canopy allowed, subject to approval of the Licensing Official:  
 
   (i) Up to 1.25 percent of the size of the parcel containing the 
cultivation site, not to exceed five thousand one hundred (5,100) square feet on parcels between 
five and ten acres in size. 
 
   (ii) Up to 1.25 percent of the size of the parcel containing the 
cultivation site, not to exceed ten thousand (10,000) square feet on parcels greater than ten acres 
in size.  
 
(G) Additional Rules And Restrictions Applicable To All Licensees. 
 
 (1) General Eligibility And Restrictions. 

 
 (a) Cultivation licenses may only be issued to applicants who provide the 

Licensing Official with sufficient reliable evidence documenting that they 1) have been 
cultivating cannabis in Santa Cruz County since January 2013; or 2) have been engaged in 
commercial farming or agricultural production unrelated to cannabis production for over 3 years 
in the CA zone district, and are applying for a Class CA license.    

 
 (b) All licenses issued under this Chapter must be consistent with the 

County’s policies, objectives, laws, regulations, and programs related to land use, including 
those related to the County’s General Plan and Local Coastal Program.  In utilizing discretion in 
the issuance of licenses, the Licensing Official shall use the County’s established standards for 
determining consistency with agricultural uses and neighborhood compatibility.   

 
 (c) In issuing a license under this Chapter, the Licensing Official may add 

conditions to the license to ensure compliance with environmental regulations related to slope, 
grading, and similar requirements set forth in County Code Chapter 16, as well as the Forest 
Practices Act and any other controlling State or local law.  

  
 (d) In issuing a license under this Chapter, the Licensing Official may place 

restrictions on canopy size to maintain consistency with other laws, agricultural uses, and 
neighborhood compatibility. 

 
 (e) With the exception of Class CA, C-4, and M Licenses, no license may be 

issued to cultivate cannabis on a parcel unless the cultivator or cultivation manager resides in a 
permitted residence on the parcel. 

 
 (f) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis on a parcel that has active 

violations of the Santa Cruz County Code, including but not limited to those sections related to 
grading, building, zoning, environmental, or fire code violations.  
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  (g) No license may be issued to a person who has failed the background 
investigation required by the Licensing Official, including but not limited to those individuals 
who have a disqualifying felony criminal record.  Felonies over ten years old and felonies related 
to cannabis occurring prior to January 2013 that did not involve sales to a minor shall not alone 
result in failure of a background investigation. 
 
  (h) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis in solely residential zoned 
districts, including home-based cultivation for commercial purposes. 
 

(2) Geographical Restrictions. 
 

(a) With the exception of Class CA, A, C-4 and M Licenses, no license may 
be issued to cultivate cannabis in the geographic area designated as the Coastal Zone, and within 
one mile beyond the Coastal Zone.   

 
(b) With the exception of Class C-4 and M Licenses, and Class CA and A 

Licenses issued in the geographic area designated as the Coastal Zone, and within one mile 
beyond the Coastal Zone, no license may be issued for parcels located within that geographic 
area included within the Urban Services Line or the Rural Services Line. 

 
 (c) Within that geographic area defined by section 2.04.030 of the Santa Cruz 

County Code, a licensee may only cultivate cannabis indoors, and only on a parcel which is at 
least five acres in size. 

 
 (3) Setbacks. 

 
 (a) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within six hundred (600) feet of (1) a 

municipal boundary; (2) a school; (3) a library; (4) an alcohol or drug treatment facility; or (5) 
any park other than a State Park located within the urban area defined by the Urban Services 
Line.   

 
(b) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within two hundred (200) feet of any 

habitable structure on a neighboring parcel.  No exception shall be granted allowing a setback of 
less than one hundred (100) feet of a habitable structure on a neighboring parcel.   

 
(c) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within three hundred (300) feet of a State 

Park located within the urban area defined by the Urban Services Line.  
 
(d) On parcels ranging in size from one to five acres, cannabis shall not be 

cultivated within one hundred (100) feet of a public right-of-way. 
 

(e) On parcels ranging in size from five to ten acres, cannabis shall not be 
cultivated within two hundred (200) feet of a public right-of-way. 

 
(f) On parcels over ten acres in size, cannabis shall not be cultivated within 

three hundred (300) feet of a public right-of-way. 
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(g) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within one hundred (100) of a perennial 
stream. 

(h) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within fifty (50) feet of an intermittent 
stream or in violation of SCCC sections 16.30 (riparian corridor and wetlands protection) or 
16.32 (sensitive habitats), whichever is most restrictive. 

 
(i) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within fifty (50 feet) of an ephemeral 

stream or in violation of SCCC Sections 16.30 (riparian corridor and wetlands protection) or 
16.32 (sensitive habitats), whichever is most restrictive.  

 
(j) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within 100 feet of the high water mark of 

a lake, estuary, lagoon, or natural body of standing water. 
 
  (k) The distance specified in this sub-section for municipal boundaries, 
schools, libraries, and drug treatment facilities shall be the horizontal distance measured in a 
straight line from the municipal boundary, school, library, park, and drug treatment facility to the 
closest property line of the parcel on which cannabis is being cultivated, without regard to 
intervening structures. 
 
  (l) The distance specified in this sub-section for public rights-of-way, 
streams, and habitable structures shall be the horizontal distance measured in a straight line from 
the public right-of-way, streams and water areas, or habitable structure and the growing area on 
the cultivation site, without regard to intervening structures.   
 

 (m) Exceptions.  With respect to all setbacks other than the 600 foot setback 
imposed by State law regarding schools, the Licensing Official has discretion to allow for 
exceptions to the rules set forth herein for setbacks.  If the Licensing Official is prepared to 
authorize such an exception, the Licensing Official must first require owners and occupants of all 
parcels within at least 300 feet of the parcel at issue to be notified and given an opportunity to be 
heard in a public forum before making a decision. 
 

(4) Neighborhood And Land Use Compatibility Restrictions. 
 
  (a) No license to cultivate may be issued if the Licensing Official determines 
there is substantial evidence that issuance of the license may cause either a direct physical 
change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the 
environment, which has not been previously considered by appropriate environmental review. 

  (b) No license to cultivate may be issued until the applicant has obtained 
whatever permits are required under the Santa Cruz County Code (development, building, 
grading, etc.), for the type of land use authorized under the license (including rules specific to 
location and public notice). 

  (c) The total amount of garden canopy approved for licensure under the Class 
C-4 and Class M Licenses shall not exceed one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet for the 
unincorporated area of the county.  Once this amount is reached, the Licensing Official shall 
provide a report to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation on whether this limitation 
should be adjusted. 
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(d) Cannabis shall not be cultivated within a residence. 
 
(e) Cannabis cultivation shall not be visible from any adjacent public right-of-

way.  
 
(f) No lighting for cultivation purposes, except that necessary for security, 

shall be visible at cultivation sites from sunset to sunrise. 
 
(g) Cannabis shall not be cultivated without written consent from the owner of 

the parcel where cultivation will take place, if the applicant is not the owner of the parcel. 
 
(h) No on-site advertising is allowed at cultivation sites, other than one 

business identification sign that complies with all existing rules and restrictions regarding signs. 
  
(i) Occupied residences located on parcels with cultivation sites must comply 

with all appropriate County ordinances, including but not limited to use of water, power, septic, 
and fire suppression. 

  
 (j) Outside of an emergency, generators may not be used as a power source 

for cultivation purposes. 
 
 (k) Direct sales to the public from cultivation sites are prohibited, unless 

otherwise authorized as part of a licensed dispensary. 
 

  (l) If cannabis cultivation occurs outdoors, the growing area must be fully 
secured and enclosed within an opaque fence at least six feet in height, and include a locked gate 
to prevent unauthorized entry. 
 
  (m) Licensees must utilize energy efficient cultivation methods. 
 
  (n) The applicant shall ensure that impacts on sensitive species and habitat are 
minimized. 
 
 (5) Indoor Cultivation Sites. 
 

(a) Cannabis shall not be cultivated indoors unless the facility has a 
commercial air scrubbing or filtration system sufficient to prevent the odors associated with 
cannabis production from escaping the structure where cannabis is cultivated. 
 

(b) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis indoors unless all land use 
and building code requirements are met.  Moreover, the applicant shall provide written 
certification from a licensed electrician that the cultivation location has all necessary electrical 
permits required by the California Building Codes to ensure that the growing operations can be 
carried out safely. 

 
(c) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis indoors where plants or 

lights are visible from a public right-of-way, an adjacent private right-of-way with public 
access, or a habitable structure.  
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(6) Water Restrictions. 
 

(a) All water used for cultivation purposes must be obtained from an 
approved on-site source (except for water used in the case of emergencies). 

 
(b) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis with the use of a shared 

water source or water extraction equipment without the express permission of all of the persons 
holding an ownership interest in that water source or water extraction equipment.  Water 
extraction equipment includes, but is not limited to, wells, pumps, pipes, or any other 
instrumentality or machinery designed to move water. 

 
(c) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis where the cultivation relies 

on the diversion of surface water, unless the applicant provides proof of valid rights to the water 
being diverted; however, proof of valid rights to diverted water does not guarantee issuance of a 
license. 

 
(d) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis unless the cultivation site 

has appropriate water storage or access to water for fire-fighting purposes, as well as 
appropriate emergency road access for fire-fighting purposes. 

 
(7) Miscellaneous Restrictions. 

 
 (a) No license may be issued to cultivate cannabis if the cultivation site would 

be in violation of any administrative rule or regulation promulgated by the Licensing Official. 
 

(b) Cannabis shall not be cultivated in violation of County Code section 
7.31.030 (prohibition on cultivation of genetically engineered crops). 
 

 (c) Employees at cultivation sites must be at least 18 years of age.  Employees 
between the ages of 18-21 must receive specialized training and education to be determined by 
the Licensing Official. 

 
 (d) Licensees must comply with all requirements of the California Medical 

Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act, as may be amended. 
 
 (e) Licensees must comply with all applicable requirements of County, State, 

and Federal laws and regulations, including environmental and water regulations related to storm 
water management and fertilizer, pesticide, herbicide, and rodenticide storage and use at the 
cultivation site. 

 
 (f) Licensees must comply with all applicable requirements of County, State, 

and federal regulations pertaining to worker safety and storage and use of hazardous materials. 
 
 (h) Licensees are prohibited from manufacturing cannabis products at a 

cultivation site (edibles, tinctures, salves, etc.) unless the licensee also has a local manufacturing 
license for that specific site. 
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 (i) Licensees are required to maintain an adequate security plan approved by 
the Licensing Official, which is intended to protect crops from unauthorized diversion and to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of cultivation workers and the general public. 

 
(j) Licensees are required to post and maintain at the cultivation site in a 

prominent location a copy of the local license issued pursuant to this section and a copy of any 
State license required to cultivate medical cannabis. 

  
(H) Grounds For License Revocation. 
 
 (1) Grounds for revocation of a license include, but are not limited to: 
 
  (a) Failure to conduct cultivation operations in a manner that ensures the 
security of the crop and safeguards against diversion for nonmedical purposes. 
 
  (b) Allowance of any person younger than 18 years of age to enter the 
cultivation site without a parent or legal guardian. 
 
  (c) Violation of any requirement of the Santa Cruz County Code, including 
Title 16, Environmental and Resource Protection, and those applicable provisions of Title 7, 
Health and Safety, relating to water used in the commercial cultivation of cannabis including, but 
not limited to, Chapter 7.69, Water Conservation, Chapter 7.70, Water Wells, Chapter 7.71, 
Water Systems, and Chapter 7.73, Individual Water Wells, or any State law containing similar 
requirements. 
 
  (d) Use of a generator for non-emergency purposes or illegal hazardous 
materials for cultivation of cannabis. 
 
  (e) Failure to contain all irrigation run-off, fertilizer, pesticides, and 
contaminants on-site. 
 
  (f) Failure to allow unannounced inspections of the premises by the Licensing 
Official or law enforcement at any time, without notice. 
   
  (g) Failure to timely pay any local, State, or federal tax associated with or 
required by the cultivation of cannabis. 
 
  (h) Violation of any provision of the California Medical Marijuana Regulation 
and Safety Act. 
 
  (i) Three or more citations for violation of SCCC Chapter 8.30 (Noise) within 
a single year. 
 
  (j) Possession, storage, or use of any firearm on the parcel where cultivation 
takes place. 
 
  (k) Violation of, or failure to comply with, any of the rules or restrictions 
relating to licensure promulgated by the County and the Licensing Official. 
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  (l) Creation or maintenance of a public nuisance. 
 
  (m) Violation of, or failure to comply with, any land use or other permit 
requirements associated with the licensee’s cultivation of cannabis, including but not limited to 
zoning, building, and agricultural permits as may be required for the cultivation activity and 
cultivation site. 
 
(I) Denial Or Revocation of License; Remedies. 
 
 (1) The Licensing Official may deny an application for an original or renewal license, 
or revoke an original or renewal license, for any of the following reasons: 
 
  (a) Discovery of untrue statements submitted on a license application. 
 
  (b) Revocation or suspension of any State license required to cultivate 
cannabis. 
 
  (c) Previous violation by the applicant, or violation by the licensee, of any 
provision of the Santa Cruz County Code or State law related to the cultivation of cannabis, 
including any permit conditions associated with the cultivation of cannabis. 
 
  (d) Failure of the background check conducted by the Licensing Official, 
including the applicant’s most recent Live Scan report.  A failed Live Scan is a Live Scan report 
that includes any felony conviction within the past 10 years and/or reflects that the applicant is 
currently on parole or probation related to a felony conviction.  Felony convictions for cannabis-
related offenses prior to June 1, 2013 will not result in a failed Live Scan, unless the offense 
involved sales to a minor. 
 
 (2) The Licensing Official’s denial of a license application or revocation of a license 
is a final action that is not subject to any further administrative remedy.  The only legal remedy 
available to appeal the Licensing Official’s action is to file a petition for writ of mandate in the 
superior court under California Code of Civil Procedure section 1085. 
 
  (a) If an application for an original or renewal license is denied, or if a license 
is revoked, all commercial cannabis cultivation on the parcel shall cease immediately, subject to 
the following exception: 
 
   (i) If the applicant or operator (1) is currently cultivating commercial 
cannabis under an issued license and; 2) files a petition with the superior court challenging the 
Licensing Official’s denial or revocation decision within 10 days of the date the decision is 
issued and; 3) within 10 days thereafter obtains from the Superior Court an order authorizing 
continued cultivation of commercial cannabis for up to 30 days from the date that the Licensing 
Official’s decision was issued, then the applicant or operator may continue to cultivate medical 
cannabis for up to 30 days.  Any commercial cannabis cultivation that occurs on the parcel after 
the 30 days has elapsed may only be conducted with a valid local license. 
 
   (ii) The purpose of this exception is to allow those appealing the 
Licensing Official’s denial or revocation decision to, with Court permission, complete the 
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harvesting cycle for any existing growing plants that are close to harvest.  Under no 
circumstances does this exception authorize the applicant to start cultivating new cannabis plants 
during the 30 day period discussed above. 
 
 (3) Under no circumstances shall a cause of action for monetary damages be allowed 
against the County of Santa Cruz, the Licensing Official, or any County employee as a result of a 
denial or a revocation of a license.  By applying for a license, the applicant and owners 
associated with a cannabis cultivation facility waive any and all claims for monetary damages 
against the County, the Licensing Official, and all other officials of the County of Santa Cruz 
that may be associated with the denial or revocation of a license.  
 
 
7.128.130 Enforcement. 
 
 (A) In addition to the authority of the Licensing Official to revoke any license pursuant to this 
Chapter, the Licensing Official may also elect to pursue one or more of those alternatives set 
forth in section 19.01.030(A) of this Code.  It shall be a separate offense for each and every day 
during any portion of which any violation of, or failure to comply with, any provision of this 
Chapter is committed, continued or permitted. 
 
(B) Notwithstanding the limitations on civil penalties set forth in SCCC Section 
1.12.070(A)(2), civil penalties for violation of Chapter 7.128 shall be assessed as follows: 
 
 (1) A fine not exceeding $2,500 for a first violation. 
 
 (2) A fine not exceeding $5,000 for a second violation of the same County Code 
provision within one year. 
 
 (3) A fine not exceeding $7,500 for each additional violation of the same County 
Code provision within one year. 
 
(C) Whenever the Licensing Official determines that a public nuisance as defined in this 
Chapter exists at any parcel within the unincorporated area of Santa Cruz County, he or she is 
authorized to issue a Notice of Violation pursuant to section 1.12.070 of this Code, except that 
the violator shall be provided with seven (7) calendar days from notice of the violation to correct 
the violation before the imposition of civil penalties under section 1.12.070(D)(2)(a) of this 
Code.  
 
 
7.128.150. No duty to enforce. 
 
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as imposing on the Licensing Official or the County of 
Santa Cruz any duty to issue a Notice of Violation, nor to abate any unlawful cannabis business 
activity or cultivation, nor to take any other action with regard to any unlawful cannabis business 
activity or cultivation, and neither the enforcing officer nor the County shall be held liable for 
failure to issue an order to abate any unlawful cannabis business activity or cultivation, nor for 
failure to abate any unlawful cannabis business activity or cultivation, nor for failure to take any 
other action with regard to any unlawful cannabis business activity or cultivation. 
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SECTION II 
 
 This ordinance shall take effect on the 31st day after the date of final passage.         
                                                                                  
  PASSED AND ADOPTED this __ day of ______ 2016, by the Board of 
Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  SUPERVISORS 
NOES:  SUPERVISORS 
ABSENT: SUPERVISORS 
ABSTAIN: SUPERVISORS   
  
        ___________________________ 
        Chairperson of the  
        Board of Supervisors    
Attest:  __________________ 
             Clerk of the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
_________________________ 
Office of the County Counsel 
 
cc:  County Administrative Office 

Planning Director   
Sheriff’s Office 
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!!!!! !
!
July!29,!2016!
!
Commission!on!the!Environment!
Water!Advisory!Commission!
Fish!and!Wildlife!Commission!
701!Ocean!Street,!
Santa!Cruz,!CA!95060!
!
!
RE:!! SLVWD!Comments!on!the!Santa!Cruz!County!Draft!Commercial!
! Cultivation!of!Medical!Cannabis!Ordinance.!!
!
Dear!Commissioners,!!!
!
The!San!Lorenzo!Valley!(SLV)!Water!District!appreciates!your!efforts!to!incorporate!
environmental!regulations!and!best!management!practices!into!the!Draft!Commercial!
Cultivation!of!Medical!Cannabis!Ordinance.!Part!of!the!District’s!mission!is!to!manage!
and!protect!the!environmental!health!of!the!aquifers!and!watersheds!in!the!San!
Lorenzo!Valley.!Unique!environmental!conditions!in!the!San!Lorenzo!Valley!limit!
accessibility!for!most!commercial!agriculture,!however!the!expanding,!unregulated!
commercial!cannabis!cultivation!industry!in!these!mountains!have!resulted!in!
significant!environmental!impacts.!!Water!quality!degradation,!steep!landscapes,!
landslides,!fire,!erosion,!stream!dewatering,!narrow!mountain!roads,!and!
deforestation!pose!unique!threats!to!our!community–!therefore,!there!is!a!need!for!
appropriate!regulatory!structure!beyond!what!is!required!for!nonVcannabis!
commercial!agriculture.!The!Draft!Commercial!Cultivation!of!Medical!Cannabis!
Ordinance!neglects!to!address!many!Best!Management!Practices!(BMP)!that!should!
be!required!in!the!final!ordinance!in!order!to!protect!and!enhance!natural!resources.!
We!have!compiled!some!recommendations!that!we!encourage!you!to!consider!as!you!
finalize!the!language!in!the!Ordinance.!!
!
As!the!local!jurisdiction!for!the!San!Lorenzo!River!Watershed,!the!San!Lorenzo!Valley!
Water!District!has!an!interest!in!ensuring!best!management!are!implemented!and!
enforced!for!the!expanding!agricultural!industry!in!our!area!practices!to!protect!our!
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watershed.!The!District!requests!that!a!provision!be!declared!in!the!County!
Ordinance!that!for!any!permit!application!which!may!impact!the!San!Lorenzo!River!
Watershed,!that!the!District!be!notified!and!invited!to!take!part!in!the!inspection!and!
determination!of!eligibility!for!the!license.!The$District$asks$the$Board$to$consider$
amending$the$licensing$process$to$include$a$required$clearance$from$the$SLVWD$prior$
to$the$issuance$of$a$license.$!
!
Prior!to!the!adoption!of!the!Commercial!Cultivation!of!Medical!Cannabis!Ordinance!or!
any!other!ordinance!related!to!cannabis!cultivation$the$District$requests$that$a$
complete$description$of$best$management$practices$be$expressly$written$to$ensure$
environmental$protections$will$be$enforced.!BMPs!should!include!but!not!limited!to:!
Land!Use,!Water!Use,!Water!Capture!&!Storage,!Roads,!Land!Development,!Site!
Maintenance,!Protecting!Land!and!Water!from!Erosion,!Soil!Health!&!Management,!
Fertilizer!&!Pest!Management,!Solid!and!Human!Waste!Disposal!etc.!Some!of!these!
topics!are!described!in!more!detail!below.!!
!!
Sustainable!Water!Management!!
The!SLV!Water!District!works!to!ensure!that!the!production!and!distribution!of!water!
resources!in!the!San!Lorenzo!Valley!is!done!sustainably!and!responsibly.!The!District!
works!closely!with!local,!state!and!federal!regulatory!authorities!to!ensure!that!fish!
and!wildlife!are!protected!and!habitat!degradation!is!avoided!or!mitigated.!We!have!a!
long!history!of!monitoring!and!managing!groundwater!resources!and!are!currently!
working!collaboratively!toward!a!Sustainable!Groundwater!Management!Plan!for!our!
aquifer!as!required!by!the!Sustainable!Groundwater!Management!Act.!The!District!is!
concerned!that!expanding!agricultural!land!use!in!the!Santa!Cruz!Mountains!will!have!
unknown,!unmitigated,!and!poorly!monitored!impacts!to!water!resources,!specifically!
impacting!water!quality,!aquifers!and!surface!water!resources.!!
!
Regarding!item!number!6.!Water!Restrictions. (a)!“All!water!used!for!cultivation!
purposes!must!be!obtained!from!an!approved!onVsite!source!(except!for!water!used!
in!the!case!of!emergencies).”!We!recognize!that!the!intension,!in!part,!for!requiring!
onVsite!water!sources,!was!to!limit!the!number!of!parcels!with!access!to!water,!
therefore!limiting!the!environmental!impacts!from!widespread!cannabis!cultivation.!!
However,!as!currently!written,!the!Ordinance!does!not!require!that!parcels!approved!
for!cultivation!with!onsite!wells!or!riparian!rights!be!responsible!to!ensure!water!
resources!are!being!sustainably!managed.!Therefore!the!SLVWD!supports!the!
following: 

!
1. Water$may$be$purchased$offBsite$only$from$local$water$districts$to$ensure$

sustainability$of$the$resource.!It!is!not!the!Districts!intension!to!promote!greater!
impacts!on!environmental!resources!through!wideVspread!land!use!conversion!
from!native!habitat!to!cultivation!sites!due!to!the!increased!access!to!water!



  
  

3 
 

through!hauling,!nor!the!impacts!to!climate!change!which!would!result!in!
increased!greenhouse!gases!from!water!hauling.!Rather!the!District!seeks!only!
to!ensure!sustainability!and!stewardship!of!water!resources!in!the!watershed.!

2. State!regulatory!compliance!of!surface!diversions!require!a!Streambed!
Alteration!Agreement!from!the!California!Department!of!Fish!and!Wildlife.!In$
order$to$be$in$compliance$with$State$law,$it$should$be$made$clear$that$proof$of$
valid$water$rights$will$be$required$and$in$addition,$compliance$with$the$Fish$and$
Game$code.$$

3. Commercial!Cultivation!requires!increased!irrigation!during!the!dry/hot!
season!when!stream!flows!are!lowest.!The$ordinance$should$prohibit$surface$
diversions$when$stream$flows$drop$below$established$baseline$criteria,$which$is$
when$most$streams$are$already$overBappropriated$and$anadromous$fish$rearing$
(the$most$critical$life$stage)$is$occurring.$We!support!the!CA!Department!of!Fish!
and!Wildlife’s!policy!to!store!winter!storm!flows!for!summer!water!use!as!an!
alternative!to!summer!diversions.!!

4. Existing!law!(MMRSA)!requires!diversions!of!10!acreVfeet!or!more!per!year!to!
install!and!maintain!a!meter!capable!of!measuring!the!rate!of!direct!diversion,!
rate!of!collection!to!storage,!and!rate!of!withdrawal!or!release!from!storage,!
and!records!of!water!used,!if!any,!must!be!reported!to!the!state!board.!The$
District$recommends$required$meters$on$all$existing$water$sources$and$water$use$
records$to$be$required$for$an$annual$renewal$license.$Additionally,$the$District$
recommends$a$ban$on$all$new$wells$for$the$purpose$of$agricultural$use.!
Monitoring!water!levels!on!surface!diversions!and!groundwater!will!support!
Sustainable!Groundwater!Management!Act!!(SGMA)!efforts!and!help!determine!
which!wells!have!hydrologic!connection!to!surface!water.!!

5. Region!1!of!the!the!State!Water!Resources!Control!Board!(SWRCB)!(and!likely!
our!own!Region!3!in!the!near!future)!require!cultivation!operations!which!are!
over!5,000!sq!ft,!or!within!200!ft!of!a!perennial!stream!or!are!on!slopes!over!
35%!have!water&resource&protection&plans!which!guide!the!cultivation!
operations!and!detail!best!practices!to!mitigate!these!operations’!impacts!on!
streams!and!aquatic!biota.!

!
Water!Conservation!
With!climate!change!deepening!the!effects!of!drought!and!evidence!that!decades–
!long!droughts!are!the!norm!geologically!speaking,!it!makes!sense!to!get!water!
conserving!infrastructure!and!practices!in!place!now!to!ensure!present!and!future!
water!sustainability.!Agricultural!permits!should!require!water!conservation!
strategies!and!best!management!practices.!With!proper!infrastructure!and!planning,!
water!resources!can!be!protected!and!may!result!in!enhanced!stream!flow!supporting!
aquatic!life,!groundwater!quality!and!quantity,!and!improved!safety!for!people!and!
wildlife.!!

The!SLV!Water!District!recommends!the!following!BMP’s!be!required!during!the!
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licensing!and!renewal!process!for!agricultural!uses!within!and!adjacent!to!areas!that!
impact!water!resources!in!the!San!Lorenzo!Watershed:!!

• Require$preparation$of$a$Conservation$Plan,$Farm$Plan$or$Water$Resource$
Protection$Plan$that$addresses$drainage$and$runoff,$pesticides,$herbicides$and$
fertilizers,$wildlife,$water$conservation$and$roads.$$

• Meters$shall$be$installed$on$all$wells,$tanks,$ponds$and$surface$diversions$and$
records$of$total$water$usage$be$submitted$annually$in$order$to$obtain$license$
renewal.$

• Mulch$
• Efficient$Irrigation$Practices$$
• Water$Waste$Prohibition$
• Winter$Storm$Flow$Catchment$and$Storage$for$use$in$dry$period$(for$surface$

water$rights)$$
• Rain$Water$Catchment$
• Regular$Inspection$for$Leaks$in$Irrigation$System$
• Moisture$sensor$shutoff$controller$
• When$appropriate,$greywater$reuse$&$water$recycling.$

!
Water!Quality!
Many!areas!of!Santa!Cruz!County!such!as!the!Santa!Margarita!Sandstone!and!
associated!Zayante!soils!have!high!percolation!capacity.!In!1986,!nitrate!levels!in!the!
Quail!Hollow!aquifer!rose!dramatically!and!rapidly!towards!the!maximum!drinking!
water!standard.!At!that!time,!the!District!used!the!Quail!Hollow!aquifer!for!
approximately!25%!of!its!water!supply.!It!was!determined!that!the!rapid!spike!in!
nitrate!levels!was!due!to!heavy!rains!flushing!nitrate,!stored!in!the!unsaturated!zone,!
from!the!overlying!development.!Nitrate!levels!have!since!dropped!and!remain!at!low!
levels,!and!currently!do!not!hinder!the!District’s!ability!to!supply!clean!water.!That!
being!said,!the!District!wants!to!ensure!that!contamination!of!groundwater!from!
fertilizers!and!pesticides!is!prevented.!!
!
SLVWD’s!watershed!management!plan!restricts,!and!where!feasible,!excludes!the!use!
of!pesticide!or!herbicide!within!SLVWD!lands.!SLVWD$also$supports$the$minimal$and$
restricted$use$of$herbicides,$pesticides$and$chemical$fertilizers$in$the$District’$service$
area$as$well$as$the$greater$San$Lorenzo$River$watershed.$The$District$requests$to$be$
notified$and$included$as$part$of$the$team$who$reviews$and$provides$comment$for$the$
best$management$practices$for$the$pesticides/fertilizer$plan.$$
!
Roads 
Erosion caused by regular use of steep, un-surfaced roads with poor drainage during 
winter months will have significant negative impacts on water resources. It is 
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anticipated that roads used for cannabis cultivation, especially those with 
greenhouses, are being used at all times of year, by relatively heavy traffic.  
 
Due to year-round access and potential occupation of cultivation sites, chemicals 
present on site, farmers & children present, potential for fire and other hazards; 
Commercial agricultural parcels need to comply with the County Road Ordinance. 
Rural roads should be required to meet County Design Standards, surfaced and 
out-sloped to prevent erosion. Full sized fire trucks need access in case of 
emergency.  
 
Alternatively, timber (logging) roads are subject to agency review whenever a 
Timber Harvest Plan (THP) is proposed. These roads must be maintained for three 
years following harvest operations then closed until another THP is approved. It is 
recommended that timber roads are not used year-round without required upgrades.  
While some have argued that large county roads will impact water resources, the 
impact is greatest when the infrastructure is not in place to support the use.  
 
Zoning!Requirements:!
The!Draft!Ordinance!proposes!to!add!Cannabis!Cultivation!to!many!of!it’s!current!
Zoning!Designations!including!Timber!Production!(TP)!7.128.090!(F)!License!
Categories.!Timber!Protection!Zones!should!not!be!designated!for!agricultural!for!the!
following!reasons:!!

1. Timber!Land!Conversions!also!known!as!Conversion!Exemption!LESS!than!3!
acres!require!a!Registered!Professional!Forrester!(RPF),!an!approved!
Conversion!Permit!from!Cal!Fire!and!confirmation!from!the!County!that!the!
conversion!is!consistent!with!County!Code.!Uses!for!these!conversions!in!the!
existing!ordinance!do!not!include!agricultural!cultivation.!The$District$does$not$
support$expanding$the$conversion$exemption$to$include$cultivation.$Redwood$
forests$should$not$be$clear$cut$for$agricultural$purposes.!Redwood!forest!areas!
have!high!humidity!which!cause!cannabis!plants!to!mold,!increased!bird!and!
mammal!activity!resulting!in!increased!mammalcide!and!avicide!uses!which!
will!have!rippling!effect!to!the!ecosystem,!reduced!permeability!for!
groundwater!recharge,!increased!potential!for!water!contamination!from!
sediment,!pesticides!and!fertilizers.!Forest!habitats!are!not!appropriate!for!
cannabis!cultivation!and!should!not!be!permitted.!!

2. Timber!Land!Conversions!GREATER!than!3!acres!simultaneously!require!an!
EIR!and!a!THP.!!

3. TPZ!has!a!special!tax!structure!similar!to!the!Williamson!Act,!which!was!
created!to!provide!for!the!continued!use!of!timberland!for!the!production!of!
trees!for!timber!products!and!provided!restrictions!on!the!use!of!timberland!
to!the!production!of!timber!products!and!compatible!uses.!This!specialized!tax!
structure!is!to!reduce!tax!liability!on!timberlands!due!to!the!long!growth!
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period!required!between!harvests.!Such!a!tax!structure!should!not!apply!to!
crops!with!short!growing!period.!!

4. It!goes!against!NOAA’s!California!Central!Coast!Steelhead!Recovery!Plan:!
Maintain!and!expand!California’s!working!forestlands!and!forestlands!held!by!
the!State,!and!prevent!future!conversion!of!forestlands!to!agriculture,!rural!
residential,!or!other!land!uses.!

5. California!Government!states:!§!51110.!!(a)!On!or!before!September!1,!1976,!
the!assessor!shall!assemble!a!list!of!all!parcels,!regardless!of!size,!which!as!of!
the!lien!date!in!1976,!were!assessed!for!growing!and!harvesting!timber!as!the!
highest!and!best!use!of!the!land,!including!all!such!parcels!or!portions!thereof!
under!agricultural!preserve!contracts.!V!*This!is!from!the!statute!that!created!
TPZ!parcels.!

!
7.128.110!License!required.!!
(A)!Registration.!(1)!“In!order!to!be!eligible!to!apply!for!an!original!license!for!an!
existing!or!proposed!cultivation!site,!the!applicant!must!have!participated!in!the!
County’s!90Vday!registration!process!(including!the!completion!of!a!registration!
form)!and!obtained!acknowledgment!of!registration!from!the!Licensing!Official.!The!
Licensing!Official!shall!reject!any!application!for!an!original!license!by!an!applicant!
who!did!not!participate!in!the!County’s!registration!process.“!

The!requirement!to!participate!in!90Vday!registration!process!will!disqualify!future!
growers!from!obtaining!a!license.!While!this!requirement!has!the!potential!to!curb!
the!expansion!of!legal!cannabis!cultivation!around!the!County,!it!will!not!support!a!
longVterm!legal!pathway!for!cannabis!cultivation!in!the!future.!This!requirement!will!
limit!property!sales!of!established!cultivation!sites,!business!sales,!and!will!
disincentivize!legal!cultivation!practices!including!the!costly!environmental!
protections!set!in!place!by!this!ordinance.!!
!
Fees!
7.128.110!License!required!(2)!Payment!Of!The!Application!Fee.!!“The!purpose!of!any!
and!all!fees!assessed!under!this!Chapter!is!to!pay!for!the!costs!of!the!MCCL!Program.”!
While!the!license!program!will!be!an!important!aspect!of!this!ordinance,!the!District!
recommends!that!a!portion!of!the!fees!be!used!for:!!

1. Expanded$environmental$monitoring$and$management$programs$to$assess$
environmental$impacts$that$result$from$cannabis$cultivation$including$but$not$
limited$to:$Water$quality$(nitrate,$pesticide$and$sediment),$stream$flow$in$
tributaries$where$licensed$cultivation$exists,$increased$monitoring$of$base$flows$
in$the$main$stem$of$the$San$Lorenzo$River$&$groundwater$monitoring$through$
agriculture$wells.$$

2. Expanded$code$enforcement$programs$to$ensure$code$compliance,$effective!
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stewardship$of$natural$resources$and$public$safety.$$
3. If$the$District$provides$a$clearance$as$part$of$the$licensing$program,$the$District$

should$be$entitled$to$a$portion$of$the$fees$sufficient$to$administer$the$program.$$

!
We!appreciate!the!opportunity!to!comment!on!this!important!action!by!the!County!of!
Santa!Cruz.!!If!you!have!any!questions!or!concerns!regarding!our!requests!please!
contact!Jen!Michelsen,!Environmental!Programs!Manager!(831)!430V4627!or!by!email!
at!jmichelsen@slvwd.com.!!
!
Sincerely,!!
!
!
!
!
Brian!Lee,!District!Manager!
San!Lorenzo!Valley!Water!District!
!

cc.!National!Marine!Fisheries!Service!
CA!Department!of!Fish!and!Wildlife!
City!of!Santa!Cruz!Water!Department!
County!of!Santa!Cruz!Environmental!Health!
County!of!Santa!Cruz!Planning!Department!
Valley!Women’s!Club!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!
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Notes by Kristen Kittleson, 20 June 2016.  Notes reflect my review of the draft ordinance and 
whether the ordinance included FWAC recommendations.  YES = yes, the ordinance includes 
the recommendation.  NO = no, the ordinance does not include the recommendation.  YES/ 
NO = the ordinance partly includes the recommendation.  
 
May 9, 2016 
 
Dear Board of Supervisors,   

The County of Santa Cruz Fish and Game Advisory Commission is concerned with the potential 

environmental impacts from cannabis cultivation.  As you likely know, environmental impacts 

associated with commercial cannabis cultivation have been well documented both locally and 

state‐wide. Effects on fish and wildlife may range widely from food chain effects of pesticide 

use to excessive water diversion to hydromodification issues associated with improper rural 

road construction.  Our watersheds already face a litany of impacts associated with historic and 

present land uses and the recent emergence of wide‐scale commercial agricultural activity in 

rural areas of the County compounds this already troublesome situation.   Santa Cruz County is 

a biodiversity hot spot, home to many threatened and endangered plant, animal, and fish 

species as well as rare and threatened habitat types.  These resources deserve special 

protection, not just for their inherent value, but as community assets.   

Our commission encourages you to consider that properties zoned A (agriculture) and CA 

(commercial agriculture) are the most suitable for commercial cannabis crops.  But in all cases, 

we would like to see the following environmental protections:  

1. Require proof of valid water rights for surface water diversions serving commercial 

operations.  YES 

2. Require irrigation efficiency water audits and implementation of water conservation 

best practices for commercial operations. YES, under existing County Code (Water 

Conservation and Well Ordinance) and NO does not require water audits.  



3. Require all roads associated with commercial operations to meet County and CalFire 

standards, including a requirement to maintain the roads to minimize erosion.  YES 

4. Enhance riparian protection regulations for commercial operations; 100’ for perennial 

streams, 50’ for intermittent streams and 25’ for ephemeral drainages.   We support the 

more generous 600’ buffers that have been proposed.  YES  

5. Require preparation of a Farm Plan or Conservation Plan which will guide development 

and implementation of commercial operations.  NO 

6. Require 3rd party certification of Conservation Plan and their implementation.  NO 

7. Prohibit commercial cultivation in all sensitive habitat areas – including sandhills, 

riparian corridors and northern maritime chaparral. YES.  County expects that existing 

grows on sensitive habitat will have to move but may be exceptions for existing indoor 

greenhouses. 

8. Request special rule for Santa Cruz to prohibit conversion of timberland to cannabis 

cultivation.  Regular THP rules apply for conversion.  Size of canopy restricted to 1.25% 

of parcel size.    

9. Dedication of tax revenue on cannabis sales to cannabis regulatory program 

development, regulatory enforcement and mitigation of problem grow sites. NO 

10. Require Santa Cruz County residency for all commercial cultivation operations. 

Cultivator or cultivator manager must live on site except for CA, C‐4 and M.  For CA, C‐

4 and M, requires written consent of owner 

11. Require a notarized cultivation authorization letter from landowners for all tenant‐

farmer commercial cultivation operations.  Cultivator or cultivator manager must live 

on site except for CA, C‐4 and M.  For CA, C‐4 and M, requires written consent of 

owner 

12. Facilitate organic only cultivation of commercial cannabis cultivation through reduced 

permit requirements. NO 

13. Prohibit the use of rodenticides for rural, outdoor grows.   If rodenticides are allowed, 

there should be strict guidelines for use and the disposal of dead rodents to prevent 

poisoning scavengers and predators.  NO 

14. Require odor control on all outdoor and greenhouse operations.   Odors from cannabis 

cultivation can impact wildlife behavior.  NO /YES ‐  Neighborhood exposure from 

outdoor growing controlled through setbacks.  Indoor facilities must have air 

filtration.     

15. Prohibit light and noise pollution for all commercial cultivation operations. YES.  Lights 

for security only, not to rely on generators except for emergencies 

16. Require herbicide and pesticide testing for all commercially‐derived cannabis.  NO 

County is waiting for State rules on this issue/testing is expected at point of sale.   



17. Require chain of custody documentation for all commercially‐derived cannabis products 

sold in Santa Cruz County dispensaries. County is waiting for State rules on this issue 

18. Require compliance with all other applicable local and state regulations and ordinances. 

YES 

19. Facilitate use of existing greenhouse facilities that greatly reduce environmental impacts 

associated with outdoor grows and new cultivation sites while also providing security 

for growers.  YES 

 

In addition, we request the opportunity to review the draft Cannabis Cultivation ordinance 

before it is adopted.   Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sandra Baron  
Fish and Game Advisory Commission ‐ Chair 
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