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AGENDA 
 February 1, 2024, 7:00 PM  

 

Agenda 
Item # 

Start 
Time 

End 
Time 

Description 

1 
2 
3 
4 

7:00 7:10 Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Approval of Minutes 
Public Comment for Items Not On The Agenda 

5 7:10 7:20 Response to Invasive Species Letter 
6 7:20 7:30 Update on Fish Descending Device regulation 
7 7:30 8:15 Discuss Changes to Commissions Structure and Revisions to 

FWAC By-Laws 
8 8:15 8:45 Discuss Workplan for 2024 
9 8:45 9:00 Staff Reports 

Commissioner Reports and Announcements 
10  9:00 Adjourn 

 
Public Comment 
None 
 

Items of Interest:  
Ancient redwoods recover from fire by sprouting 1000-year-old buds | Science | AAAS 
 
The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall, by reason of a 
disability, be denied the benefits of its services, programs, or activities. This online meeting is available to 
anyone with a telephone.  If you are a person with a disability and require special assistance in order to 
participate in the meeting, please contact Sean Abbey at (831) 454-2386 or TDD number (454-2123) at least 
72 hours in advance of the meeting in order to make arrangements. Persons with disabilities may request a 
copy of the agenda in an alternative format. As a courtesy to those affected, please attend the meeting 
smoke and scent free.  
  

http://www.scceh.org/
https://www.science.org/content/article/ancient-redwoods-recover-fire-sprouting-1000-year-old-buds


 

Commissioner and Public Participation Information 
 
Commissioners meet in person at the Solarium Conference Room, 1060 Emeline Avenue.   
Members of the public can join in person but are encouraged to join virtually using the link 
below.   

PLEASE NOTE:  The meeting room is on the second floor, above the Water Quality Lab 
entrance.  The door must remain locked after hours, but staff will be able to provide 
access to all attendees as they arrive. 
 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  
Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 284 935 416 746  
Passcode: qRwbuA  
Download Teams | Join on the web 
 
Click the “Click here to join the meeting” link above.  If you are asked to join Teams with 
an application, click on “No thanks” and open in the browser.  You should not need to 
download the application to join the meeting.    

Please join the meeting a few minutes BEFORE 7:00 pm so that we can start at 7:00 pm.   
Staff will open the video conference at 6:55 pm.  Cameras are optional for members of 
the public. 

If you have questions, please contact Sean Abbey at sean.abbey@santacruzcounty.us.  
 
Meeting Roles and Rules: 
Chris Berry, Chair, will lead the meeting.  Chair Berry will announce each agenda item, 
identify who will be leading an item and introduce discussion and public comment 
periods.   

Sean Abbey, staff, will assist with roll call, note taking, and tracking who wants to speak.   
Please allow time for staff to make notes about any decisions.   Sean will monitor email 
during the meeting.   

There will be a public comment period for each item and the Chair will invite the public to 
participate at the appropriate time.    

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Y2Q3YzdmZTUtMGZkNC00MDM4LTkwZGEtNDNkZDVkZWVmMjli%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2252044d34-04cb-41a4-a0cd-54ae6eeffb9f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cce8b18f-bd81-4d83-8861-742aa097421c%22%7d
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
mailto:sean.abbey@santacruzcounty.us
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Meeting Minutes 
December 7, 2023 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER – 7:02 pm 
2.  ROLL CALL   
  

District Commissioner Status Commissioner Status 
I Chris Berry P Samuel Adelson P 
II Warren Barry P David Somerton P 
III Liz Alter P Jon Jankovitz P 
IV Brooke Sampson P Daniela Suarez P 
V Jenni Gomez P Jen Michelsen P 

P = Present R = Remote  E = Excused A = Absent  
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Com Berry suggested minor edits to commissioner report 10-1 and 10-2, 

which was regarding the San Lorenzo overflow pipe.  The pipe was also damaged by winter storms and in 
the process of redesign and rebuild. 
o Motion to Approve Minutes: Alter, Second: Somerton,  
o All Ayes: Minutes approved 

 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS: NONE 

5.  COTONI COAST DAIRIES PLANNING PROCESS DISCUSSION:  Commissioners discussed the 
status of the Cotoni Coast Diaries project being completed by the Bureau of Land Management.  Zachary 
Ormsby, Central Coast Field Manager for the BLM, provided information on an upcoming 45-day review 
period for the parking lot placement, which could be opened by as early as 2024.  Jonathan Wittmer of 
Friends of the North Coast expressed concern about a parking lot located on the second terrace, which 
may impact Monarch Butterfly habitat and the behavior of Mountain Lions. Staff will notify 
Commissioners once the review period is open. 

o Com Berry: How do you establish a baseline of what unimpacted habitat looks like if trails are 
already being built? 

 Zachary Ormsby: Multiple areas within the park have been excluded from human use and 
trails were selected to be in areas that are already highly impacted by cattle graving. 

6.  DETERMINE PUBLIC GRANT RECIPIENTS AND AMOUNTS AWARDED:  Commissioners 
discussed the proposals and scored each proposal using the commissioner score sheet.  These scores were 
then averaged, and that average score was used to rank the proposals.   Commissioners voted to award full 
funding to the top three proposals (Jodi McGraw Consulting, Coastal Watershed Council, and Native 
Animal Rescue), with the remaining funding going to the fourth-place proposal (International Bird 
Rescue). 

o Motion to Recommend Funding as described: Gomez, Second: Michelsen,  
o All Ayes: Fundings awards to be recommended to the Board of Supervisors 

http://www.scceh.org/
https://www.blm.gov/cotoni-coast-dairies


 

 
o Commissioners then discussed the process of receiving funds with Captain Schindler of CDFW. 

Topics included; what limitations there are on issuing, and prosecuting, violations, significant 
streambed alterations being completed under the emergency conditions created by the 2023 
atmospheric rivers, and how violation funds are allocated.  

o Com Gomez requested that future summaries of the funds available to the FWAC grant program 
include a breakdown of what violations have gone into it.  Staff will review available information 
and incorporate that in future budget summaries. 

7.  UPDATED INVASIVE SPECIES LETTER APPROVAL: Commissioners discussed final version and 
approved for release.  Staff will provide it to the clerk of the board and notify commissioners of the date it 
will be going to the Supervisors.  Commissioner Alter will notify Sup Cummings of the date the letter is 
coming. 
o Motion to Approve Letter for release: Gomez, Second: Michelsen,  
o All Ayes: Letter approved 

 
8.  STAFF AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

o Staff Reports: 
 The Community Development and Infrastructure Dept. will not be doing a revision of Title 16, 

Environmental and Resource Protection, of County Code in the next 12 months.  This is the 
section of code that contains the Significant Tree Ordinance, which the Commission has 
recommended revisions to. 

 CalTrout, which received a grant from the commission in 2022 to install a PIT tag antenna in 
Branciforte, has had difficulty with property owners no longer responding to communications 
from them.  This has prevented them from installing the antenna in the proposed location and 
they are pursuing other possible locations.  
(1) Com Jankovitz and Adelson know property owners in Branciforte that may be interested.  

Staff to direct Caltrout to those commissioners 
 The elections department is recommending that Commissions update their By-Laws to reflect 

current standards.  Our By-Laws have not been updated since 1998 and requires changes.  The 
elections office will be providing training in early 2024 on how to update By-Laws, after 
which time, staff will begin that process.  

o Commissioner Reports: 
 Com Jankovitz:  Asked Cpt Schindler about the recently created low flow closure because he 

has noticed people catching fish in the San Lorenzo despite the low flow threshold being met.  
Asked about the possibility of placing signage. 
(1) Cpt Schindler:  Typically, there is a grace period on new laws like this.  Will check in to 

make sure that wardens are aware that there is activity for them to act on.  Signs are a good 
idea; however they do not deter everyone.  Signage can help prosecute a case against an 
individual, but only if you can show they saw the sign. 

 Com Sampson:  February 3rd is World Wetlands Day and Watsonville Wetlands is hosting a 
clean-up event at Struve Slough 

 Com Berry:  
(1) COE and WAC felt that they should not be streamlined.  The ICCWG will meet in January 

to discuss and come to an agreement so all three commissions can align. 
(2) CA Fish and Wildlife Commission will bring up a ban on the sale of bull frogs on the 13th 

and 14th of December. 
 
9.  ADJOURN.  Motion to Adjourn: Berry, Second: Somerton  

 All Aye: meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm 



Item No. 16 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 13-14, 2023 

Author: Sherrie Fonbuena 1 

16. RECREATIONAL FISHING REGULATIONS FOR FEDERAL GROUNDFISH 

Today’s Item Information ☐ Action ☒ 

Consider authorizing publication of notice of intent to amend (a) recreational fishing regulations 
for federal groundfish in state waters for consistency with federal rules in 2024, and (b) 
recreational groundfish seasons, bag and depth limits. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  
Action Date 

• Today’s notice hearing December 13-14, 2023 

• Discussion hearing February 14-15, 2024 

• Adoption hearing March 2024 

Background 

General Authority to Adopt Groundfish Regulations 

Regulatory authority for groundfish stocks is shared jointly between state and federal 
governments. Maintaining state groundfish regulations consistent with federal regulations that 
establish harvest limits, season dates, depth constraints and other management measures is 
important to allow for uniform enforcement, minimal confusion, and a comprehensive approach 
to resource management. Consistent regulations are necessary to maintain state authority 
over its recreational groundfish fishery and avoid federal preemption under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation Act.  

Biennially, the Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) reviews the status of west coast 
groundfish populations. As part of that process, it recommends groundfish fisheries harvest 
limits and regulations aimed at meeting biological and fishery allocation goals specified in law 
or established in the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan. The PFMC 
recommendations are subsequently reviewed for implementation as federal fishing regulations 
by the National Marine Fisheries Service.  

Under the biennial cycle, eligible management measures are implemented for a two-year 
period (starting January 1 of odd-numbered years) and are adjusted through routine, in-season 
actions. Separate harvest specifications (overfishing limits, acceptable biological catches, and 
annual catch limits) are identified for actively managed stocks and stock complexes each year 
in the two‐year period (Exhibit 1). 

The Commission routinely adopts recreational fishing regulations for federal groundfish in state 
waters as necessary for consistency with federal regulations.  

Department’s Authority to Make In-Season Changes to Groundfish Regulations 

Pursuant to subsection 27.20(e), when federal harvest limits are projected to be exceeded, the 
Department has authority to make in-season changes applicable in state waters, including 
adjustments to bag and sub-bag limits. 
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Commission Adoption of 2023-2024 Groundfish Regulations 

Pursuant to the regular biennial rulemaking process, the Commission adopted recreational 
groundfish fishing regulations at its November 2022 meeting for consistency with federal rules 
that went into effect January 1, 2023. 

Department’s In-Season Changes to the 2023-2024 Groundfish Regulations 

The Department has exercised its authority to make in-season changes three times during the 
current biennial cycle (Exhibit 2):  

• On August 7, 2023, retention of quillback rockfish was prohibited statewide. 

• On August 21, 2023, the recreational nearshore groundfish fishery in the Northern 
Groundfish Management Area (GMA) was closed. 

• On September 1, 2023, the recreational nearshore groundfish fishery was closed in the 
Mendocino, San Francisco and Central GMAs.  

Pacific Fishery Management Council In-Season Actions 

At its November 2023 meeting, PFMC considered public comment on the 2021 quillback 
rockfish stock assessment, and postponed adopting the rebuilding analyses conducted in 2023 
based on the assessment. PFMC requested that its Scientific and Statistical Committee review 
specific comments regarding the 2021 stock assessment and make recommendations for any 
changes. PFMC will consider the committee’s recommendations at its March 5-11, 2024 
meeting and will adopt harvest specifications at that time. Changes to the federal regulations — 
outside the regular biennial cycle — are expected to go into effect on or around April 1, 2024. 

Commission Adoption of Proposed In-Season Regulations 

The proposed PFMC action will require amending several state regulations to maintain 
consistency with federal regulations. In addition, the Department recommends modifications to 
state recreational fishing regulations for state-managed, groundfish-associated species. 

The recommended regulation changes will close fishing for shelf rockfish, lingcod, and other 
federal groundfish fishing inside state waters to protect quillback rockfish; allow harvest of 
shallow and deeper nearshore species inside 20 fathoms; and establish new 20-fathom 
waypoints in state waters. The intent of the proposed changes is to minimize impacts to 
quillback rockfish and to provide continued opportunities for boat-based recreational angling 
inside 20 fathoms, where quillback encounters are reduced. 

In order for the regulations to become effective April 1, 2024 (concurrent with the federal 
regulations), staff requests that the Commission schedule a teleconference in March 2024 to 
take action on the groundfish rulemaking. 

The Department will provide additional information related to the recommended rulemaking at 
today’s meeting. 

https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2019/10/fact-sheet-3-advisory-bodies.pdf/
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Significant Public Comments  

1. At its October 2023 meeting, the Commission received a regulation change petition 
(scheduled for action today under Agenda Item 22) and several comments opposing 
nearshore closures, requesting exemptions to the closures for non-motorized vessel- 
or boat-based anglers, and/or requiring the use of descending devices (October 2023 
meeting materials, exhibits 2.3, 2.8, and 25A.3). 

2. Under the general public comment agenda item for today’s meeting, exhibits 2.2, 2.6, 
and 2.14 include comments opposing nearshore closures, requesting exemptions to 
the closures for non-motorized vessel- or boat-based anglers, requesting exemptions 
to the closures for species other than quillback rockfish, recommending requiring the 
use of descending devices, and/or requesting zero retention of other rockfish species 
of concern.  

Recommendation  

Commission staff: Authorize publication of the notice as recommended by the Department 
and discussed today, and approve addition of a March 2024 teleconference (during Agenda 
Item 25C today). 

Department: The Department will provide more information about its recommendation at 
today’s meeting. 

Exhibits 

1. PFMC Groundfish Fact Sheet, modified January 20, 2021 

2. Department news release: Fish and Wildlife Closes Nearshore Groundfish Fishery in 
Mendocino, San Francisco and Central Management Areas, dated August 21, 2023 

Motion  

Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission authorizes 
publication of a notice of its intent to amend (a) recreational fishing regulations for federal 
groundfish in state waters for consistency with federal rules in 2024, and (b) recreational 
groundfish seasons, bag and depth limits as discussed today. 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=216434&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=216474&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=218134&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=218134&inline


Fact Sheet: Groundfish 

20 January 2021, Modified 20 January 2021 

The fish 

The Council’s Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan (FMP) 
includes over 100 different species that, with a few exceptions, live on or near 
the bottom of the ocean. The FMP covers the following species: 

• Rockfish. All West Coast rockfish are included in the plan. This diverse 
group includes both commercially and recreationally important species 
such as widow, yellowtail, canary, blue, black, yelloweye, and vermilion 
rockfish, plus two species of thornyheads. 

• Flatfish. The plan covers 12 species of flatfish, including petrale sole, 
Dover sole, starry flounder, arrowtooth flounder, and Pacific sanddab. 

• Roundfish. The plan includes six species of roundfish: lingcod, cabezon, 
kelp greenling, Pacific cod, Pacific whiting (hake), and sablefish. 

• Sharks and skates: big skate, longnose skate, leopard shark, and spiny 
dogfish.  

• Ecosystem component species. These species are not actively 
managed with annual catch limits, but they are monitored to ensure that 
harvest is not appreciably increasing. There are 12 ecosystem 
component species in the fishery management plan, including spotted 
ratfish, finescale codling, and all grenadier species that are endemic 
(unique to this area). 

The fishery and gear 

Many different types of gear are 
used to target the wide variety of 
groundfish managed by the Council. 
The dominant gears are trawl (net), 
longline, hook and line, and pots. 
The West Coast groundfish fishery 
is divided into five sectors: 

• Limited entry trawl. This 
sector is composed of fishermen 

https://www.pcouncil.org/managed_fishery/groundfish/


with limited entry permits endorsed for trawl gear, including bottom and 
pelagic trawls. The limited entry program limits the number of vessels 
allowed to participate in this fishery. This sector uses a system of 
individual fishing quotas and harvest cooperatives. 

• Limited entry fixed gear. This sector includes harvesters with limited 
entry permits endorsed for line or pot/trap gears. This sector mainly 
targets sablefish, but may also target other groundfish species such as 
rockfish. Limited entry fixed gear permit holders with a sablefish 
endorsement may target sablefish during the primary season (April 
through October) to catch individual vessel limits of sablefish. 

• Open access. This sector of the groundfish fishery includes fishermen 
targeting groundfish without limited entry permits, and those who 
participate in non‐groundfish fisheries that incidentally catch groundfish. 

• Recreational. This sector includes anglers targeting groundfish species 
and others who target non‐groundfish species but who incidentally take 
groundfish under recreational gears and regulations. Each West Coast 
state manages its own recreational fisheries, but coordinates with the 
Council process. 

• Tribal. This sector is made up of tribal commercial fishers who have a 
federally recognized treaty right to fish for federally managed groundfish 
in their “usual and accustomed” fishing areas. These tribes, all located 
in Washington state, include the Quinault, Hoh, Quileute, and Makah. 
Formal allocations to these tribes exist for sablefish and Pacific whiting. 
Other groundfish species allocations for this sector are recommended in 
the Council biennial management process. 

The management context 

Groundfish are managed through a number of measures including harvest 
guidelines, quotas, trip and landing limits, area restrictions, seasonal closures, 
and gear restrictions. All sectors of the groundfish fishery are currently 
constrained by the need to rebuild groundfish species that are overfished and 
managed under rebuilding plans. Rebuilding plans specify the harvest control 
rules and target recovery years for these species. As of 2021, the only 
remaining species to rebuild is yelloweye rockfish.  

The Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan contains the rules for 
managing the groundfish fishery. It outlines the areas, species, regulations, 
and methods that the Council and the Federal government must follow to 
make changes to the fishery. The plan also creates guidelines for the biennial 



process of setting harvest levels. The three main processes used to regulate 
groundfish harvests are described below. Since these processes can take up 
to six months, they may be streamlined for some decisions. 

The process for controversial or complex issues takes at least three Council 
meetings. Proposals for management measures may come from the public, 
from participating management agencies, from advisory groups, or from 
Council members. If the Council wants to pursue these proposals, it asks for 
other possible solutions to the problem being addressed and then directs the 
Groundfish Management Team (GMT), the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), and/or Council staff to prepare an analysis. At the next meeting when 
such a proposal is on the agenda, the Council reviews the analysis and 
chooses a range of alternatives and possibly a preliminary preferred 
alternative. The analysis is then made available for public review, and the 
Council makes a final decision at the next meeting the item is scheduled. 

The biennial management process was implemented in 2003 through 
Amendment 17 to the groundfish FMP and is detailed in Council Operating 
Procedure 9. Under the biennial cycle, eligible management measures are 
implemented for a two‐year period and adjusted through routine inseason 
actions. Those management measures not eligible for implementation within 
the biennium can be considered for future action by the Council. Separate 
harvest specifications (overfishing limits [OFLs], acceptable biological catches 
[ABCs], and annual catch limits [ACLs]) are identified for actively managed 
stocks and stock complexes each year in the two‐year period. This cycle 
provides more time for the Council and NMFS to work on other critical 
groundfish issues, and more time for public comment. A multi-meeting 
process (typically September, November, April, and June) is used to decide 
biennial harvest specifications and management measures: 

September (in odd years): the Council adopts final OFLs , final ABCs, and a 
range of ACLs for stocks where a change in the harvest control rules is 
contemplated. The Council provides initial guidance, including a range of new 
management measures for preliminary analysis. 

November (in odd years): the Council chooses (for public review) preliminary 
preferred ACLs for stocks where a change in the harvest control rules is 
contemplated, and adopts a range of management measures for more 
detailed analysis. 

April (in even years): the Council decides on final harvest levels, and chooses 
preliminary preferred management measures for public review. 



June (in even years): the Council decides on final management measures. 

The Council reviews management performance (i.e., fishing‐related mortality, 
including landings plus discard mortalities) and socioeconomic impacts 
relative to management objectives (e.g., rebuilding plans) during the two‐year 
management period in order to consider modifying harvest specifications and 
management measures in the next biennial management period. New 
assessment results are also considered when deciding biennial harvest 
specifications and management measures. 

Pacific whiting are managed annually, with harvest levels set each year under 
the terms of the U.S.‐Canada Pacific Whiting Treaty. 

After considering Council recommendations and public comments, NMFS 
publishes the adopted regulations, thereby putting them into effect. For non‐
routine and annual management decisions, NMFS publishes a Federal 
Register notice and provides a public comment period before finalizing the 
recommendations. The Groundfish Management Team (GMT) is involved 
throughout the decision‐making process. The team is made up of staff from 
the three coastal state fishery management agencies (Washington, Oregon, 
and California), NMFS, and a representative for the tribes with a recognized 
treaty right to take federally-managed groundfish. Traditionally, the GMT 
monitors catch rates, recommends harvest regulations and annual limits, and 
analyzes the impacts of various management measures. 

The GMT is composed of two representatives each from Washington, Oregon, 
and California fish and wildlife agencies, two representatives from the NMFS 
West Coast Regional office, three representatives from the NMFS Science 
Centers, and one tribal representative. GMT members perform analyses and 
make recommendations on proposed management measures, and present 
information to the Council, Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP), and other 
Council advisory bodies. 

The GAP advises the Council on policies and management decisions that 
affect the groundfish fishery and the public. The panel includes industry 
representatives of commercial and recreational groundfish sectors, a tribal 
representative, charterboat owners and operators, fishing organization 
representatives, processors, an environmental organization representative, 
and a public at‐large representative. Each major commercial and recreational 
gear group is represented. Meetings are held at most Council meetings. The 
GAP operates by consensus and through majority and minority position 
statements that are offered as advice to the Council. 

https://www.pcouncil.org/navigating-the-council/membership-groups-and-staff/management-teams/groundfish-gmt/
https://www.pcouncil.org/navigating-the-council/membership-groups-and-staff/advisory-groups/groundfish/


GMT and GAP meetings are open to the public, and public comment is 
generally accepted during the meetings. 

For more information, contact John DeVore or Todd Philllips. 

 

mailto:john.devore@noaa.gov
mailto:todd.phillips@noaa.gov


Fish and Wildlife Closes Nearshore Groundfish 
Fishery in Mendocino, San Francisco and Central 
Management Areas 
August 21, 2023 

 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) announced that as of 12:01 
a.m. Friday, Sept. 1, 2023, the 50-fathom Rockfish Conservation Area (RCA) boundary 
line for the Mendocino Groundfish Management Area (GMA) (Cape Mendocino to Point 
Arena), San Francisco GMA (Point Arena to Pigeon Point) and Central GMA (Pigeon 
Point to Point Conception), will take effect. 

In these GMAs, recreational boat-based groundfish fishing will be ‘offshore only’ and 
allowed only seaward (away from land) of the 50-fathom boundary line, defined by 
straight lines connecting waypoints (50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G). Shelf rockfish, slope 
rockfish and lingcod may be taken seaward of the 50-fathom boundary line, while it will 
be unlawful to take or possess nearshore rockfish as defined in Title 14, Section 
1.91(a)(1), cabezon or greenlings at any depth. In the Southern GMA from Pt. 
Conception to the U.S.-Mexico border, these same ‘offshore only’ rules will take effect 
as originally planned on Sept. 16. 

During the ‘offshore only’ fishery, fishing gear shall not be deployed shoreward of the 
50-fathom RCA boundary line when shelf rockfish, slope rockfish or lingcod are 
possessed onboard the vessel, however vessels may transit shoreward of the 50-

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/data/depth-based-boundary-lines-west-coast
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Groundfish/Nearshore-Shelf-And-Slope
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Groundfish/Nearshore-Shelf-And-Slope


fathom RCA boundary line with these species in possession if no gear is deployed. 
Additionally, vessels fishing in the adjacent Southern GMA and transiting back to the 
Central GMA must adhere to the ‘offshore only’ provisions effective in the Central GMA 
and shall not return with nearshore species aboard. These changes do not apply to 
shore-based anglers or divers. 

CDFW is carefully monitoring the harvest of quillback rockfish from both the recreational 
and commercial fisheries throughout the state and has taken a series of steps in an 
effort to reduce quillback rockfish mortality. On Aug. 7, retention of quillback rockfish 
was prohibited statewide, followed by closure of the recreational nearshore fishery in 
the Northern GMA, on Aug. 21. Newly available recreational data from the Mendocino, 
San Francisco and Central GMAs for the second week of August showed double the 
estimated recreational take and indicated the 2023 quillback rockfish harvest limit 
specified in federal regulations has been exceeded. This additional in-season action 
authorized by Title 14, Section 27.20 (e) to adjust the fishing depth is necessary to 
prevent further overage. 

CDFW urges anglers to use best fishing practices to reduce impacts to quillback 
rockfish and other prohibited groundfish species. These include reducing mortality when 
releasing fish by utilizing a descending device (PDF) and relocating to different fishing 
grounds or switching targets if quillback rockfish or other prohibited species are 
encountered. CDFW recommends reviewing the Summary of Recreational Groundfish 
Fishing Regulations page before each trip to ensure anglers are up to date on the most 
recent groundfish regulations, including a complete list of authorized species. 

For details regarding the quillback population estimates and how these changes were 
developed, please see CDFW’s Quillback Rockfish In-Season Informational Briefing 
(PDF). For information on all groundfish regulations visit CDFW’s Marine Region 
Groundfish page. 

Pursuant to California Code of Regulations Title 14, section 27.20(e), when federal 
harvest limits are exceeded or projected to be exceeded, CDFW has authority to make 
in-season changes, including adjustments to bag and sub-bag limits, seasons and 
depths. 

### 

Media contacts: 
James Phillips, CDFW Marine Region, (707) 576-2893 
Jordan Traverso, CDFW Communications, (916) 212-7352 
 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=36345&inline
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Groundfish-Summary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Groundfish-Summary
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=214938&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=214938&inline
https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/marine/groundfish
https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/marine/groundfish
mailto:james.phillips@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Jordan.Traverso@wildlife.ca.gov


State of California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

M e m o r a n d u m 

Date:  December 12, 2023 

To: Melissa Miller-Henson 
Executive Director 
Fish and Game Commission 

From: Craig Shuman, D. Env.  
 Marine Regional Manager 

Subject: Agenda Item for the December 13-14, 2023 Fish and Game Commission Meeting, 
Re: Recreational Fishing Regulations for Federal Groundfish for 2024 

To ensure revised state regulations are in place before recreational groundfish fishing 
begins in 2024, the Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) requests the Fish 
and Game Commission authorize publication of notice of its intent to amend 
recreational regulations for federally managed groundfish at its December 13-14, 2023 
meeting. Approval of this request will allow for discussion and possible adoption of the 
proposed regulatory changes in the winter of 2024, in time for the regulations to take 
effect by early April 2024.  

The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) will recommend recreational fishing 
regulations for federally managed groundfish species for 2024 at its March 5-11, 2024 
meeting. Based on these recommendations, federal regulations are expected to 
publish by early April 2024, requiring amendment of several state regulations to 
maintain consistency with and to complement the new federal regulations in state 
waters. The changes needed to state recreational regulations include seasons, depth 
limits and Rockfish Conservation Area (RCA) boundaries, and bag limit amendments 
for all Groundfish Management Areas. Species-specific regulation changes for many or 
all federal groundfish species are needed as well. Given the expected effective date of 
the 2024 federal regulations, the Department suggests the Commission consider the 
possibility of adopting the proposed regulations for state waters via a teleconference 
meeting in March, shortly after the conclusion of the PFMC meeting, which would allow 
both federal and state regulations to take effect at approximately the same time. 

Federal groundfish regulations are adopted on a biennial cycle. However, adjustments 
are made inseason when necessary to keep fisheries within established limits, or in 
other cases to increase harvest opportunities when catch and bycatch is tracking below 
projections. Regulations currently in place for the 2023-2024 biennium were not 
successful in constraining catches of quillback rockfish to the federally-established 
catch limits for this species off California in 2023, requiring inseason closures for sport 
and commercial fisheries for much of the state. Consequently, significant changes to 
the 2024 regulations are needed to avoid exceeding these catch limits again. 

In consultation with fishing industry representatives, the Department proposes 

modifications to the regulations that would allow, during different months of the year, in 

areas north of Lopez Point (36° N. lat., Monterey County), recreational fishing seasons 

that would be defined as either “nearshore-only” (inside an RCA boundary line 
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approximating 20 fathoms in depth) or “offshore-only” (outside an RCA boundary line). 

In combination, these fishing seasons would effectively eliminate recreational 

groundfish fishing in the primary depth zone where quillback rockfish reside, between 

20 and approximately 50 fathoms in depth. 

Inclusion of nearshore-only fisheries in state regulations in 2024 will restore fishing 

opportunities on healthy nearshore stocks in shallow waters in the northern areas of 

the state. For waters south of Lopez Point, fishing seasons may continue to include ‘all-

depth’ fishing opportunities, given encounters with quillback rockfish are extremely 

rare.  

Additionally, other new federal regulations take effect January 1, 2024, with the 
incorporation of Amendment 32 to the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management 
Plan. The amendments modify a number of longstanding closed areas for west coast 
groundfish fisheries. The action includes repeal of the Cowcod Conservation Areas off 
Southern California, replaced by a series of smaller closed areas (Groundfish 
Exclusion Areas) that are specifically designed to protect sensitive and abundant coral 
and sponge populations that are documented in these areas. See: Long-Term 
Conservation Efforts Pay Off for Rockfish Along the West Coast | NOAA Fisheries. The 
Department proposes additional regulatory amendments to Title 14 for consistency with 
these new federal regulations.  

Catches of vermilion rockfish continue to be at or projected to exceed federally 
established harvest limits, and additional reduction to the vermilion rockfish sub-bag 
limit from 4 fish to 2 or 3 fish is expected to be necessary to further reduce mortality of 
this species in 2024. 

In response to public requests and statewide interest in minimizing barotrauma 
mortality to rockfish that are released and not retained, CDFW proposes a descending 
device capable of returning rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any California 
recreational fishing vessel that is fishing for or possessing groundfish. Regulations 
would universally require the device be aboard statewide when fishing for or 
possessing any species of federal groundfish. There would not be exceptions for 
species such as lingcod, scorpionfish, cabezon, sanddabs, sharks or any other federal 
groundfish that do not have a swim bladder and thus are not subject to mortality from 
barotrauma. 

Prohibiting quillback rockfish (Section 28.55 and others) and revising transit provisions 

(Section 27.20 and others) to align with the revised federal fishing seasons, depths and 

retention allowances will also be necessary in the proposed amendments.  

Title 14 sections to be amended by this action are expected to include 27.20, 27.25, 
27.30, 27.35, 27.40, 27.45, 27.50, 28.27, 28.28, 28.29, 28.47, 28.48, 28.49, 28.54, 
28.55, and 28.56.  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/long-term-conservation-efforts-pay-rockfish-along-west-coast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/long-term-conservation-efforts-pay-rockfish-along-west-coast?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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A description of the proposed regulatory amendments follows below: 

§ 27.20, Groundfish Management Areas, Seasons, Depths, Exceptions, and Fishery 
Closure/Rule Change Process Described: Modify text to reference the new 20-fathom 
boundary line. As necessary, modify language defining the “offshore-only” boundary 
line, for consistency with federal regulations. As needed, update the general provisions 
for take and possession of federal groundfish, for consistency with new federal 
regulations and to clarify transit and other activities with fish in possession onboard. 
Add language requiring a descending device capable of returning rockfish to the depth 
taken be aboard any California recreational fishing vessel that is fishing for or 
possessing federal groundfish. 

§ 27.25. Northern Groundfish Management Area: Modify the seasons, authorized 
species, and depth constraints for federal groundfish so that fisheries are specified as 
“nearshore only” or “offshore only” or closed for different dates through the year. 

§ 27.30. Mendocino Groundfish Management Area: Modify the seasons, authorized 
species, and depth constraints for federal groundfish so that fisheries are specified as 
“nearshore only” or “offshore only” or closed for different dates through the year. 

§ 27.35. San Francisco Groundfish Management Area: Modify the seasons, authorized 
species, and depth constraints for federal groundfish so that fisheries are specified as 
“nearshore only” or “offshore only” or closed for different dates through the year. 

§ 27.40. Central Groundfish Management Area: For waters North of Lopez Point, 
Modify the seasons, authorized species, and depth constraints for federal groundfish 
so that fisheries are specified as “nearshore” or “offshore only” or closed for different 
dates through the year. For waters South of Lopez Point, specify fisheries as “all-
depth,” “nearshore only,” “offshore only,” or closed for different dates through the year. 

§ 27.45. Southern Groundfish Management Area: Modify the seasons, authorized 
species, and depth constraints for federal groundfish so that fisheries are specified as 
“all-depth,” “nearshore only,” “offshore only,” or closed for different dates through the 
year. Repeal language regarding Cowcod Conservation Areas and add language 
regarding Groundfish Exclusion Areas for consistency with Amendment 32. 

§ 27.50. Cowcod Conservation Areas: Consistent with federal regulations implementing 
Amendment 32, repeal the Cowcod Conservation Area regulations and add language 
for consistency with new regulations establishing Groundfish Exclusion Areas closed to 
all groundfish fishing to protect coral and sponge aggregations. 

§ 28.27. Lingcod: Modify fishery dates and depth constraints for each of the Groundfish 
Management Areas. Repeal language regarding Cowcod Conservation Areas and add 
language regarding Groundfish Exclusion Areas for consistency with Amendment 32. 
Add language requiring a descending device capable of returning rockfish to the depth 
taken be aboard any California recreational fishing vessel that is fishing for or 
possessing federal groundfish, including lingcod. 
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§ 28.28. Cabezon: Modify fishery dates and depth constraints for each of the 
Groundfish Management Areas. Repeal language regarding Cowcod Conservation 
Areas and add language regarding Groundfish Exclusion Areas for consistency with 
Amendment 32. Add language requiring a descending device capable of returning 
rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any California recreational fishing vessel that is 
fishing for or possessing federal groundfish, including cabezon. 

§ 28.29. Kelp Greenling. Rock Greenling. (Genus Hexagrammos): Modify fishery dates 
and depth constraints for each of the Groundfish Management Areas. Repeal language 
regarding Cowcod Conservation Areas and add language regarding Groundfish 
Exclusion Areas for consistency with Amendment 32. Add language requiring a 
descending device capable of returning rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any 
California recreational fishing vessel that is fishing for or possessing federal groundfish, 
including greenlings. 

§ 28.47. Petrale Sole and Starry Flounder: Modify fishery dates and depth constraints 
for each of the Groundfish Management Areas. Add language regarding Groundfish 
Exclusion Areas consistent with Amendment 32. Add language requiring a descending 
device capable of returning rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any California 
recreational fishing vessel that is fishing for or possessing federal groundfish, including 
Petrale sole and starry flounder. 

§ 28.48. Pacific Sanddab, Rock Sole, Sand Sole, Butter Sole, Curlfin Sole, Rex Sole, 
and Flathead Sole: Modify fishery dates and depth constraints for each of the 
Groundfish Management Areas. Add language regarding Groundfish Exclusion Areas 
consistent with Amendment 32. Add language requiring a descending device capable 
of returning rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any California recreational fishing 
vessel that is fishing for or possessing federal groundfish, including these federal 
flatfish species. 

§ 28.49. Soupfin Shark, Dover Sole, English Sole, Arrowtooth Flounder, Spiny Dogfish, 
Skates, Ratfish, Grenadiers, Finescale Codling, Pacific Cod, Pacific Whiting, Sablefish 
and Thornyheads: Modify fishery dates and depth constraints for each of the 
Groundfish Management Areas. Repeal language regarding Cowcod Conservation 
Areas and add language regarding Groundfish Exclusion Areas for consistency with 
Amendment 32. Add language requiring a descending device capable of returning 
rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any California recreational fishing vessel that is 
fishing for or possessing federal groundfish, including these species. 

§ 28.54.  California Scorpionfish (Sculpin): Add language regarding Groundfish 
Exclusion Areas consistent with Amendment 32. Add language requiring a descending 
device capable of returning rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any California 
recreational fishing vessel that is fishing for or possessing federal groundfish, including 
sculpin. 

§ 28.55. Rockfish (Sebastes): Modify fishery dates and depth constraints for each of 
the Groundfish Management Areas. Modify bag or sub-bag limit regulations for 
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consistency with federal rules, including reductions to the vermilion rockfish sublimit 
from 4 fish to 2 or 3 fish. Maintain the 0-fish sub bag limit on quillback rockfish, effective 
in 2023. Repeal language regarding Cowcod Conservation Areas and add language 
regarding Groundfish Exclusion Areas for consistency with Amendment 32. Add 
language requiring a descending device capable of returning rockfish to the depth 
taken be aboard any California recreational fishing vessel that is fishing for or 
possessing federal groundfish. 

§ 28.56. Leopard Shark: Modify fishery dates and depth constraints for each of the 
Groundfish Management Areas. Repeal language regarding Cowcod Conservation 
Areas and add language regarding Groundfish Exclusion Areas for consistency with 
Amendment 32. Add language requiring a descending device capable of returning 
rockfish to the depth taken be aboard any California recreational fishing vessel that is 
fishing for or possessing federal groundfish, including leopard shark. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Dr. Craig 
Shuman, Marine Regional Manager at R7RegionalMgr@wildlife.ca.gov. The 
Department point of contact for this rulemaking is Senior Environmental Scientist 
Specialist, Melanie Parker, who can be contacted via email at 
Groundfish@wildlife.ca.gov. 

ec: Chad Dibble, Deputy Director 
Wildlife and Fisheries Division 

Craig Shuman, Regional Manager 
Marine Region  

Marci Yaremko, Program Manager 
Marine Region  

Caroline McKnight, Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor 
Marine Region  

James Phillips, Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor 
Marine Region  

Melanie Parker, Senior Environmental Scientist Specialist 
Marine Region  

Eric Kord, Assistant Chief  

Law Enforcement Division 

Todd Van Epps, Lieutenant Specialist 
Law Enforcement Division 

Crystal D’Souza, Attorney 

Office of General Counsel 

mailto:R7RegionalMgr@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Groundfish@wildlife.ca.gov
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Emily Warfield, Attorney 
Office of General Counsel 

Ona Alminas, Env. Program Manager 
Regulations Unit 
Regulations@wildlife.ca.gov 

David Thesell, Program Manager 
Fish and Game Commission 
fgc@fgc.ca.gov 

Sherrie Fonbuena, Analyst 
Fish and Game Commission 
fgc@fgc.ca.gov 
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BY-LAWS 

 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 

SECTION I – DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

1. Advise the Board of Supervisors (Board) on fish and game policy while taking 

 into account matters of recreation, water quality, watershed preservation, and 

 public health and safety. 

 

2. Develop policies for recommendation to the Board to ensure the preservation, 

protection and enhancement of fish and game, and essential habitats for public 

benefits. 

 

3. Promote education of the public related to fish and game issues and provide 

funding for fish and game related projects. 

 

SECTION II – MEMBERSHIP 

 

The commission shall be composed of members according to ordinance No. 3372 passed 

by the Board of Supervisors on April 19, 1983. 

 

An appointment to fill an unexpired term shall be for the completion of the term 

becoming vacant. Should the C omission be expanded, the terms of additional 

appointments shall be arranged for staggered terms. 

 

The Planning Director or his/her designated representative shall be an ex-officio member 

without vote of the Commission and shall act as Administrative Secretary to this 

Commission. 

 

SECTION III – MEETINGS 

 

The public shall be notified in advance of the time and place of regular and special 

meetings. 

 

Regular meetings 

 

Meetings of the Commission shall be public and held on the first Thursday of each 

month, except January and July, convening in Room 406-B at 7:00 p.m., in the County 

Governmental Center, 701 ocean Street, Santa Cruz, California. 

 

At least seventy-two (72) hours prior to each regular meeting, an agenda for the regular 

meeting shall be mailed to each Commission member and to each representative of the 

news media and to each other person who has submitted a written request to the 

Commission for notification of meetings, and shall be posted at least seventy-two (72)  
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hours prior to the regular meeting at a location that is freely accessible to the public. The 

agenda shall contain a brief general description of each item of business to be transacted 

or discussed at the meeting. No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not 

appearing on the posted agenda except that members of the Commission may briefly 

respond to statements made or questions posted by persons exercising their public 

testimony rights or ask a question for clarification, refer the matter to staff or to other 

resources for factual information or request staff to report back at a subsequent meeting 

concerning any matter. Notwithstanding the forgoing, action may be taken on an item of 

business not appearing on the posted agenda upon a determination by two-thirds of the 

members are present, by unanimous vote of those members present, that there is a need to 

take immediate action and that the need for action came to the attention of the County 

subsequent to the agenda being posted. 

 

The following items should be mailed to each Commission member at least seventy-two 

(72) hours prior to each regular meeting: 

 

1. Any written material to be discussed at the meeting. 

  

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

 

Special Meetings 

 

Special meetings may be called by the C hair or on request of a majority of 

Commissioners during any agenda or special meeting. 

 

At least twenty-four (24) hours prior to each special meeting, an agenda for the special 

meeting shall be mailed to each Commission member and to each representative of the 

news media and to each other person who has submitted a written request to the 

Commission for notification of meetings and shall be posted at location that is freely 

accessible to members of the public. No business other than that listed on the agenda 

shall be considered at a special meeting. 

 

No meeting of this Commission shall be held in any facility that prohibits the admittance 

of any person or persons on the basis of race, religion, creek, color, national origin, 

ancestry or sex. 

 

A person other than a Commissioner shall not be required to register his/her name or 

fulfill any other obligation as a condition to attendance at any meeting of this 

Commission, but may volunteer such information for inclusion in the Commission’s 

minutes. 

 

SECTION IV – CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

 

Public participation in Commission meetings shall be allowed as follows: 
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1. An opportunity for members of the public to directly address the Commission 

on any item on the agenda of interest to the public shall be provided before or 

during the commission’s consideration of the item. 

  

2. In addition, the agenda will provide for community oral communications on 

items not on the agenda which are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 

Commission at the beginning of each regular meeting agenda. 

 

3. The Chairperson of the Commission may establish reasonable limits on the 

amount of time allotted to each speaker on a particular item and the 

Commission may establish reasonable limits on the total amount of time 

allotted for public testimony on a particular item or the total amount of time 

allotted for community oral communications. When further discussion is 

required, the Commission may vote to allot time in the agenda of the 

following meeting. 

 

Quorum 

 

For the purposes of conducting Commission business, if a majority of Commissioners are 

present at any meeting it shall constitute a quorum, provided that any official action taken 

by the Commission shall have agreement by a majority of the Commissioners in order to 

be valid. 

 

Voting 

 

Voting on all matters shall be by voice vote except the election of officers and when a 

roll call vote is requested by any member in attendance. 

 

Conduct 

 

Meetings will be conducted with that degree of formality necessary to conduct orderly 

business. At the discretion of the Chair or the request of any member, particular business 

will be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order Revised. 

 

SECTION V – OFFICERS 

 

The officers of the Commission shall be a Chair and Vice-Chair, both of whom shall be 

members of the Commission. The officers shall be elected for a term of one year 

beginning in July of each year. Election shall be by ballot vote and will be held in April 

of each year. 

 

VI. DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 

Chair 
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The chair shall preside at all meetings of the Commission and be responsible for 

communication with the Planning Director, the County Administrative Officer and the 

Board of Supervisors concerning Commission business. The Chair shall sign all reports 

or resolutions made or promulgated by the Commission and shall perform such other 

duties as the Commission shall prescribe. 

 

Vice-Chair 

 

The Vice-Chair shall perform the duties of the Chair in the absence or incapacity of the 

Chair. In case of the resignation or death of the chair, the Vice-Chair shall perform the 

duties of the Chair until a new Chair is elected by the Commission. 

 

Chair Pro Tempore 

 

In the event that both the Chair and the Vice-Chair are absent from a meeting, the 

Commission shall elect a Chair Pro Tempore to preside over the meeting and he or she 

will have no other duties. 

 

SECTION VII – ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

 

The Planning Director or his/her designated representative will serve as Administrative 

Secretary to the Commission. The Administrative Staff shall take minutes of each 

meeting and mail a copy of the minutes to each Commissioner, the office of the Board of 

Supervisors and the Clerk of the Board with the notice of the next meeting. 

 

The Administrative Staff shall provide maximum possible assistance to the Commission. 

In addition, staff members from the Public Works Department, Environmental Health 

Services and County Counsel shall provide services to the Commission and attend 

Commission meetings upon request. 

 

Agendas 

 

Commissioners who wish to place items on the agenda shall give those items to the 

Administrative Secretary at least one week in advance of the meeting. 

 

The agenda will begin with community oral communications. Citizens shall be given 

approximately five minutes each to express their concerns. When further discussion is 

required, the Commission may vote to allot time in the agenda of the following meeting. 

 

SECTION VIII – ALLOCATION OF FISH AND GAME FUNDS 

 

California Fish and Game Code Sections 13003 (b) and 13100, the Santa Cruz County 

Fish and Game Advisory Commission Code Sections, and Regulations of the California 

Department of Fish and Game set forth the requirements for expenditures from the 

County Fish and Game Propagation Fund which are for propagation Commission, 

therefore, adopts the following procedures for allocation of fish and game funds: 
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A. The Commission, various Santa Cruz County Departments, and the California 

Department of Fish and Game may request allocation of funds pursuant to the 

following procedures: 

 

1. A written request is to be placed on the agenda at least one week in advance of 

the meeting. 

  

2. At the first Commission meeting, the Commission is to determine whether the 

Commission desires to have the project funded as a Commission project, a 

County project, or a Department of Fish and Game project. 

 

3. If the Commission determines that the project is to be considered for funding 

as such a project, the item is them to be placed on the next Commission 

meeting for a County Department, or Department of Fish and Game project. 

 

4. In cases of emergency, as determined by the Commission, funding requests 

can be made by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Commission. 

 

B. Funding of Public Grant Requests (for non-Commission, County or Department 

 of Fish and Game Requests): 

 

1. The Commission shall adopt procedures and funding request forms and a 

funding calendar cycle for consideration of all public funding requests, which 

shall apply to all funding requests other than as set forth in Paragraph A 

above. The purpose of such policies in the by-laws contained in this paragraph 

is to allow the public to be advised of the opportunity to request funding for 

the restricted purposes and to submit funding requests on a consistent and on-

going basis. 

 

2. Funding requests shall be submitted on a Grant Funding Request Form as 

devised by the Commission and pursuant to the Criteria and instructions 

adopted by the Commission. 

 

3. No funding request may be acted upon by the Commission at the meeting 

during which the item is first presented (except as emergency grant allocation 

as discussed below). 

 

4. Any funding request and supporting materials must be place on the agenda at 

least seven days prior to their first submittal to the Commission. 

 

5. At the second meeting at which the funding request is presented, the 

Commission shall approve, deny or modify the funding request and forward 

its recommendation to the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors for 

approval. 
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6. In cases of emergency, as determined by the Commission, funding requests 

may be made by a two-thirds (2/3) vote on items that are properly placed on 

the Commission agenda at least seven days prior to any agenda meeting and 

as required by the State Public Meeting Law. 

 

SECTION IX – VACANCIES 

 

Should the office of Chair or Vice-Chair become vacant during the term of such office, 

the Commission shall elect a successor from its membership at the earliest meeting at 

which such an election would be practicable and such election shall be for the unexpired 

term of such office. 

 

Any Commissioner who has three consecutive unexcused absences or four absences for 

any reason within a twelve month period from the meetings shall be considered to have 

resigned from the Commission and the Board of Supervisors shall be notified and a 

replacement member shall be appointed by the Board of Supervisors. All notices of 

resignation shall be sent to the Board of Supervisors and the Clerk of the Board. 

 

SECTION X – SUBCOMMITTEES 

 

The Commission may authorize and instruct the Chair to appoint ad hoc subcommittees, 

members of which may include persons who are not members of the Commission. The 

Chair of such subcommittees shall be elected by the members of the subcommittee. Each 

subcommittee shall have a liaison Commission member designated by the Commission 

Chair. 

 

All subcommittees shall comply with the notice and agenda requirements otherwise 

applicable to the Commission in these by-laws except for subcommittees composed 

solely of less than a quorum of the members of the Commission which are not standing 

subcommittees of the Commission with either a continuing subject matter jurisdiction or 

a meeting schedule fixed by resolution or other formal action of the Commission. 

 

SECTION XI – APPROVAL OF BY-LAWS 

 

Amendments to the By-Laws may be recommended by the vote of a majority of the 

Commissioners. Such amendments must then be approved by the Board of Supervisors. 

 

Copies of proposed amendments shall be mailed to all Commissioners not less than two 

weeks prior to the meeting at which a vote on said amendments is to be taken. 
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Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission - 2023 Work Plan 

2023 Work Plan 
 
Public Grants Program  

Monitor - Fish and Game Propagation Fund balance 
Action – Decide on fund amount and suggested request level for PGP in 2023  

 
Provide a forum for public input regarding fish and wildlife issues 

Learn - about what community considers important fish and wildlife topics.  
Action – Be responsive to issues as they arise, report back to Board of Supervisors 
  

 
Coho salmon and steelhead recovery planning (Public Comment) 
Lead Commissioner: Berry 

Learn - current status and research; impacts of CZU fire. 
Monitor - low-flow fishing closure status and fishing regulation changes. 
Monitor - progress for new coho salmon conservation hatchery. 
Action – communicate with CDFW about fishing regulations. 

 
Riparian Corridor Protection and Enhancement (Public Comment)   
Lead Commissioner: Jankovitz 

Monitor - progress on County efforts to develop a Riparian Enhancement Program 
Monitor - how local agencies are dealing with homeless living in riparian areas. 
Action – support riparian corridor enhancement when appropriate 
Action – communicate importance of protecting riparian from homeless encampments 
for wildlife and water quality benefits.  

 
Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (RCIS) (Public Comment) 
Includes conservation for wildlife, fish, riparian, oak woodlands, idea of strategic plan for fish 
and wildlife  
Lead Commissioner: Michelsen 

Learn - about RCIS process 
Action – Discuss and comment to RCD/RTC on draft RCIS. 
Action – Participate in public meetings. 
Action – Consider letter to BOS re: RCIS comments 
Monitor - development of final plan.  
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Expand Significant Tree Ordinance outside Coastal Zone (Public Comment)  
Lead Commissioner: Gomez 

Action – invite Rich Sampson to present on wildfire safety at March 2022 meeting and 
discuss Calfire perspective on expanding Significant Tree Ordinance.  

 
Wildlife Corridors and Open Space Conservation and Management 
(Public Comment)  
Lead Commissioner: Alter 

Monitor - Cotoni-Coast Dairies and San Vicente Redwoods public access process. 
Learn - about Cotoni-Coast Dairies and San Vicente Redwoods forestry management. 
Learn - about how conservation easements are being used in County. 
Learn - about how much open space is in the County.   
Learn - about how to support wildlife corridors.  

 

Marine Protection (Public Comment)  
Lead Commissioners: Somerton  

Learn - about new and ongoing marine protection issues. 
what community considers important fish and wildlife topics.  
Learn - about local juvenile great white sharks. 
Action - take action when appropriate to support Marine Protection. 
Monitor - new legislation and actions. 
 

Vision Santa Cruz Wild (Public Comment) 
Lead Commissioners: Adelson 

Action – Create a strategic plan for habitat and wildlife. 
Action – develop ways to education county residents about local fish and wildlife issues.  
Learn - County General plan update is related to this item 
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WORK PLAN PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Coho salmon and steelhead recovery planning 
Coho salmon and steelhead trout are perhaps the greatest examples of our County’s special biodiversity. 
In addition to having their own inherent value, healthy local populations of these fish are indicators of 
properly functioning watersheds and marine ecosystems that have broad value for our County in terms 
of recreation, water quality and supply, aesthetics and other ecosystem services. Recovery of these 
species is of paramount importance to our community and the Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission 
strongly supports any actions that can be taken toward that goal. For more information on priority 
actions please refer to the respective recovery plans. They can be found at the following links:  
 
Central California Coast Coho:  
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/recovery-plan-evolutionarily-significant-unit-
central-california-coast-coho  
 
Central California Coast Steelhead:  
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/2016-multispecies-recovery_plan-vol4.pdf  
 
South Central California Steelhead:  
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/17275  
 

  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/recovery-plan-evolutionarily-significant-unit-central-california-coast-coho
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/recovery-plan-evolutionarily-significant-unit-central-california-coast-coho
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/2016-multispecies-recovery_plan-vol4.pdf
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/17275
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Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission - 2023 Work Plan 

Riparian Corridor Protection and Enhancement 
As a member of the Santa Cruz Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission, I would like to provide you, the 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, with information and recommendations pertaining to your 
upcoming agenda item regarding riparian corridor protection and enhancement.  Considering the 
vulnerability of our County’s wildlife, fishes, and natural habitat, it is critical to consider riparian 
corridors as being paramount for environmental functionality. Riparian corridors support a suite of 
native fish and wildlife species throughout the County, and increase the functions and value of the 
ecosystem.  Riparian degradation has been observed at an increasingly alarming rate by the Commission 
in many forms including illegal dumping, unhoused population impacts, property owners disregarding 
riparian setback ordinances, invasive species colonization, and active removal of native riparian 
vegetation. All illicit activity in the riparian corridor has a cumulative effect on the health and status of 
our County’s fish, wildlife and natural habitat  
 
As you proceed with discussions on this topic, it is highly recommended that you take action and uphold 
your duty to protect the County’s fish and wildlife by    supporting riparian corridor enhancement when 
appropriate. It is encouraged to support progression on County efforts to developing a Riparian 
Enhancement Program.   
 
By integrating the aforementioned information and recommendations into your decision making, our 
community can feel confident that you, the County Board of Supervisors, are taking the correct, 
informed steps to protect, conserve, and restore the health of our local fish and wildlife. 
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Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission - 2023 Work Plan 

Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (RCIS) 
As a member of the Santa Cruz Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission, I would like to provide you, the 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, with information and recommendations pertaining to your 
upcoming agenda item regarding the Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (RCIS).   
 
As you proceed with discussions on this topic, it is highly recommended that you take action and uphold 
your duty to protect the County’s fish and wildlife by   
 
By integrating the aforementioned information and recommendations into your decision making, our 
community can feel confident that you, the County Board of Supervisors, are taking the correct, 
informed steps to protect, conserve, and restore the health of our local fish and wildlife.  
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Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission - 2023 Work Plan 

Expand Significant Tree Ordinance outside Coastal Zone 
As a member of the Santa Cruz Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission, I would like to provide you, the 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, with information and recommendations pertaining to your 
upcoming agenda item regarding expansion of the significant tree ordinance.  Our forests provide 
valuable services such as preventing erosion of top soil, reducing the risk of landslides, protecting 
against flood hazards, counteracting water and air borne pollutants, and sequestering carbon.  In 
addition large trees are more fire resistant than the vegetation that typically replaces one after it is 
removed.  The preservation of significant trees and forest communities on private and public property is 
necessary to protect habitat for fish, birds, insects and mammals, many of which are threatened or 
endangered. 
 
As you proceed with discussions on this topic, it is highly recommended that you take action and uphold 
your duty to protect the County’s fish and wildlife by expanding the scope of the ordinance to include 
these important ecosystem services, not just the scenic value of the trees.  
 
By integrating the aforementioned information and recommendations into your decision making, our 
community can feel confident that you, the County Board of Supervisors, are taking the correct, 
informed steps to protect, conserve, and restore the health of our local fish and wildlife, and their 
habitats.  
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Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission - 2023 Work Plan 

Wildlife Corridors and Open Space Conservation and Management 
As a member of the Santa Cruz County Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission, I would like to provide 
you, the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, with information and recommendations pertaining to 
your upcoming agenda item regarding wildlife corridors and open space conservation and management. 
Maintaining habitat and connectivity between habitats is fundamental to conserving wildlife 
populations, particularly in areas like Santa Cruz County that have extensive urban-wildland interfaces, 
and an abundance of sensitive species (Figure 1). The mountains of Santa Cruz represent a mosaic of 
different habitats that host native biodiversity including mountain lions, mule deer, bobcats, foxes, 
Santa Cruz long-toed salamanders, red-legged frogs, tiger salamanders, coho salmon, steelhead trout, 
marbled murrelets and many others. The ecological integrity of these systems can be compromised by 
human infrastructure and activities. Roads and highways, in particular, represent both barriers to 
wildlife that effectively shrink the amount of habitat available to them, as well as an important source of 
mortality for many species. Likewise, human activities in open spaces including hiking, mountain biking, 
and both legal and illegal harvest of plants, animals and fungi, can degrade sensitive habitat over time if 
not kept in check. 
 
As you proceed with discussions on this topic, we highly recommend that you take action and uphold 
your duty to protect the County’s fish and wildlife by 1) continuing to support the construction and 
maintenance of wildlife corridors, such as the wildlife crossing tunnel on Hwy 17 at Laurel Grade built in 
collaboration with CalTrans; 2) promoting the protection of open space wherever possible including 
balancing habitat protection with public recreation and sustainable timber harvest, such as in the 
Cotoni-Coast Dairies and San Vicente Redwoods public access process; and 3) working with 
organizations such as the Land Trust of Santa Cruz County and Sempervirens Fund to identify additional 
parcels of land for conservation easements and protection to prioritize contiguous tracts of habitat 
across the County.   
 
While the focus of our Advisory Commission is on promoting the health of fish and wildlife populations, 
properly managed open spaces contribute to other important County goals including mitigating the 
effects of climate change and storm runoff. By integrating the aforementioned information and 
recommendations into your decision making, our community can feel confident that you, the County 
Board of Supervisors, will be supporting the wildlife populations and open spaces that make Santa Cruz 
County unique.   
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Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission - 2023 Work Plan 

Marine Protection 
As a member of the Santa Cruz Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission  
I would like to provide you, the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, with information and 
recommendations pertaining to your upcoming agenda item regarding Marine Protection. Considering 
the vulnerability of the marine habitat within Santa Cruz county, it is critical to consider human impacts 
on iconic keystone species, such as white sharks. This is especially true within the near-shore area of the 
Capitola bight, which is a critical habitat of juvenile white sharks that is often impacted by boating 
activities. Based on examination of dead white sharks it has been determined that vessel strikes result in 
a significant source of their mortality. As you proceed with discussions on this topic, it is highly 
recommended that you take action and uphold your duty to protect the County's fish and wildlife by 
establishing maximum vessel speed limits within a designated area of the Capitola bight to reduce the 
likelihood of vessel strikes, similar to the current vessel speed limit within the Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary to reduce the number of whale strikes. By integrating the aforementioned 
information and recommendations into your decision making, our community can feel confident that 
you, the County Board of Supervisors, are taking the correct, informed steps to protect, conserve, and 
restore the health of our local fish and wildlife.   
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Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission - 2023 Work Plan 

Vision Santa Cruz Wild 
As a member of the Santa Cruz Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission, I would like to provide you, the 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, with information and recommendations pertaining to your 
upcoming agenda item regarding Vision Santa Cruz County, which promotes "a healthy, safe and more 
affordable community that is culturally diverse, economically inclusive and environmentally 
vibrant."  Considering the vulnerability of Santa Cruz County’s fish and wildlife, it is critical to consider 
that every aspect of Vision Santa Cruz County's Operational Plan (Health & Safety, Housing, 
Transportation, Sustainability, Economy, and Operations), if navigated sensitively, can support a 
healthier and more resilient natural ecosystem. 
 
As you proceed with discussions on this topic, it is highly recommended that you take action and uphold 
your duty to protect the County’s fish and wildlife by prioritizing the connections between a healthy 
human community and a healthy local natural ecosystem. Decisions that favor a healthy environment 
often also favor a healthy human community. To share some examples: Greenspaces support physical 
and mental health for humans, and if they are landscaped with native plant species greenspaces can 
also support healthy ecosystem function. Minimizing air pollution by using electric public transportation 
vehicles results in cleaner air for humans as well as animals like amphibians which only thrive in 
especially clean air. Sustainable, environment-focused development is becoming more favorable 
through an economic lens, including cost savings from the conservation of energy and water. As you 
navigate Vision Santa Cruz, it is strongly advised that you focus on the ways your programs might impact 
our County's fish and wildlife and how those impacts can be minimized. 
 
By integrating the aforementioned information and recommendations into your decision-making, our 
community can feel confident that you, the County Board of Supervisors, are taking the correct, 
informed steps to protect, conserve, and restore the health of our local fish and wildlife.  
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